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NEW YORK EVANGELIST. 
ee ae SES 

ehigious. Paper of the aboye name is to be 
ad weekly in this city, “by an Association of 
Gentlemen. “Its design, as intimated in the title, is, 
especially, to promote Revivals of Religion, and to 
isseminate those essential doctrines of the Bible 
embraced gen: by those who are denominated 
‘Calvinists. ‘No reasonable efforts will be:spared-in 
rendering it an interesting medium of Religious In- 
telligence—worthy of the patronage of all who loye 
Zion, and whose heart’s desire and prayer to. Gop is, 
sinners may be saved as 
This paper is open for the discussion of such sub- 
jects as relate to Revivals of Religion ; particularly 
as respects their nature—their mfluence on the 








them—the various difficulties either preventing, em- 
barrassing, or effectually terminating them—the po- 
pular prejudices and objections agaipst such éxcite- 
ments, dc. &c. ~ ‘ 

With regard to. doctrinal. charact¢r, this paper 
stands pledged for decision both in defining and de- 
fending those truthsgwhich are of vital importance, 
in ee to the safety and enlargement of the Church. 

4 li controversial discussions as tend to elicit the 
@ruth, if clothed in the language of kindness, and 
temperately conducted, will meet with a cordial re- 
ception. 
esides sustaining these two prominent features; 
the Evangelist is devoted to all such Religious 
Intelligence as shall be furnished in the growing pros- 
rity of the various, institutions which this age of 
enevolence has brought into action. It will advocate 
fearlessly, the Bible, Tract, Missionary, Education, 
Temperance, Sabbath, and Sabbath Schoo] Institu- 
tions.’ ‘ 

For such a paper, there have been frequent and 
imperious demands, especially in those sections of 
the church which"have been favoured with “ seasons 
of refreshing fromthe presence of thé Lord.” Inan- 
swering these demands, the Evangelist,contemplates 
a field of usefulness, interesting, and to a great de- 
gree unoccupied, 

With these objects in view, the conductors of tliis 

per, without intending to interfere with other Re- 
igious Journals, most devoutly hope, that their efforts 
will be conducive to the enlargment of Christ’s King- 
dom ; and be greatly instrumental of ushering in that 
glorious era of Revivals, when ‘‘a nation shall be 
born in a day.” 

Clergymen and others will confer a special favour 
in contributing such original comnmnications as com- 
port with the character of this paper. 

New York; March 1, 1830. 


TERMS. 
THE NEW YORK EVANGELIST will be furnished to 
single Subscribers for $2 50 per annum, in advance. 
Any person who will procure eight subscriptions, and 
forward the money forthe same, shall receive a ninth 
copy gratis. “ 
ompanies of tén or more, paying in advance, shal! 
receive the paper for $2 per annum, each. 
Clergymen, who will forward four subscriptions, 
paying..in-advanee, shall-receive a fifth copy gratis. 
«*. All Communications relating to the Evangelist 
may be addressed to N. C. Saxton, No. 28 Exchange 
lace, 2 doors from William Street. 


REVIVAL DEPARTMENT... 
For the Evangelist. 
LETTERS ON REVIVALS—Addresied to a Clergyman. 
LETTER JH. 
Concurrence of human with divine agency in 
revivals. 

Rev. and dear sir—In my last, some of those 
things which prevent revivals or retard their pro- 
gtess, were mentioned, and the idea was implied, 
that in revivals there is a concurrence of human 
with divine agency. 

On this subject there appears to. be much dark- 
ness, in the minds of*many Christians. They 
generally feel that they have some’ duties to per- 
form in aid of revivals, but they have not settled 
views on the questions; What can we do? 
What ought we to do? é' 

From the doctrine of man’s entire moral de- 
pravity, of the absolute necessity of divine grace 
to reclaim him to God, and of the sovereignty of 
this grace in regeneration, they have drawn in- 
ferences which have in a great measure, locked 
up both their sensibilities to the condition and 
prospects of the sinner, and their anxieties to be- 
come instrumental in his conversion to God ; in- 
ferences which cast the shade of hopeless de- 
spair on all efforts which might be made ‘for his 
good, unless there be visible tokens that the arm 
of sovereign mercy is already stretched forth to 
secure his salvation. Far be it from me to un- 
dervalue the doctrine of divine sovereignty in re- 
generation. It isall our hope, the mainspring of 
all omer and efiorts for the sinner’s good. 
Let it be clearly stated, and ably defended; ac. 
cording to the scriptures. Let it shine forth in 
all its moral grandeur and resplendent glory, to 
cheer the Christian, and dismay those who ha 
and pervert it... But let not the commands” of 
God, and the means of his appointment, and the 
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sacrificed on the altar of divine sovereignty. 

The institution of means, the appointment of 
the ministry, the command to disciple all nations, 
the sense of obligation to effort felt by the apos- 
tles, and sncic qeniohing success in the conver- 
sion of s 1 plainty revealed in the word of 
inspiration, by the great Head of the church, fully 
show that his k m isto be built up, and its 
conquests to be gained by human insirumentality, 
"i ile-all the power, praise’ and glory belong to 

Icis believed that the following points 
ca z ait in the Word of God, ng po are fully 

1. The Holy Spirit is the author of revivals, 


Christians are “born of God,” mae of the 


< Spirit.” >The great change sustained in regen. 

ed from the love and snsiclie-ce 
sin, to the love and practice of holiness, in'turning 
from satan to God, is every where in Scrip. 
turés ascribed to God’s Spirit as the author, So 
through the whole work of progressive sanctifi. 
cation. He who has: 2 a good work in them, 
carries it forward till it:feaehes perfection in 
byerenree “are kept™ e power of God, 





unto salvation.” Every instance 
of conversion then, every increase of Christian 
virtues and 
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eff is to -be ascribed to 
Spirit as the pein whether these ex. 


F GENTLEMEN. 
fvidual, or to numbers sufficient to cons@iuie an 
wledged revival: 

Il. Divine truth is the means by which this work 
is saci 

\ Itits ‘various modes of exhibition, divine truth 
‘is the means of the.sinner’s regeneration, and of 
the Christian’s: progressive holiness. “Of his 
own will begat he us, with the word of truth.” 
“ For L am:not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, 
for it is the power of God unto salvation, to every 
one that believeth.” “‘ Irpleased God by the fool- 
ishness of preaching, to save them that believe.” 
“*Sanctify them through thy.trath; thy word is 


ae 

tI. Man is free and voluntary in thewhole work 
tof his salvation. 

Under the influence of God’s Word and Spirit, 
he acts freely, acts from choice; whew he sustains 
that great change, in which his heart is renewed, 
his moral character reformed, and his all devoted 
to'God Under this influence, he freely chooses 
that very course,-which he would ever refuse were 
this influence withholden by God, is as vo}. 
uotary in the very commencement of holiness, as 
in any silage of its progress. ‘This is evident, 

1. From the fact that divine truth is the means 
of regeneration.- Truth. exerts not améchanical, 
but moral power. It shows the sinner his guilty 
condition and fearful prospects, and the way of 
salvationthrough Christ. Ii preseats before him 
all<the blessings of Christianity in this life, at 
death, at the judgment, and to-all eternity in 
heaven. Jt shows him the evil nature, destruc. 
tive tendency, and dreadful consequences of sin. 
It tells him of the.goodness of God, of a Savior’s 
love, of the soul’s worth, of hell’s damnation, and 
of heaven’s bliss. Here are powerful motives 
addressed to the sinner by God—motives in their 
nature and tendency. designed to produce, and 
which by the Spirit’s power actually do produce 
this great change inhis heart and life. 

2. That man is free, voluntary, active in re- 
generation, is evident from the nature of this 
change. 


tions—a moral a How ean such a change 
take place in man, Without his free consent and 
choiee, or preference. The very statement shows 
the_atter impossibility. 
3. The commands of God prove this. 
“Repént ye therefore and be converted.” 
“‘Make you a new heart and a new spirit.” 
Let it not be said that God commands sinners 
to do this, that by unavailing efforts they. may 
learn that they are truly and properly unable to 
do what God has commanded, and that they are 
entirely dependent on God to do for them what 
he has commanded. them to do. Such views 
deny the wisdom and impeach the sincerity of 
God, and tend directly to destroy his authority, 
They represent that God commands sinners on 
penalty of eternal: death if they fail to du what 
he snows they-cannot do, and never meant they 
shoulddo ; and that he punishes their disobedience 
with the damnation of hell when they fail to obey, 
and complain that his command 1s hard, or that 
he Virtually acknowledges the plea, and like the 
parent who ‘ruins-his children and prevents their 
obedience by his own indulgence, himself does 
for them that very work which hé had so solemnly 
commanded them to do. Here isa principle, 
whith if admitted, would destroy the influence of 
any moral government. But let it be admitted that 
God is sincere in these commands and chooses 
to be obeyed, and it follows that the sinner has 
ability to obey ; is to blame if he do not obey; and 
under the influence of God’s Spirit, does freely 
obey these commands, while he becomes the sub- 
ject of renewing-grace. ¢ 

4, Express declarations of scripture prove this. 
“Thy people shall be Willing in the day of thy 
power.” ‘Seeing ye have purified your souls. 
in obeying the truth through the Spirit.” 
hath from the beginning, chosen you to salvation 
through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of. 
the truth.” “Make you a new heart.” From 
these declarations of God’s Word, we learn that 
it is God’s purpose that sinners should do this ; 
that he commands them to do it, and. foretold that 
they would do it, and that those who have become 
Christians, have actually done it. 
Moreover it is necessary that the sinner should 
act freely and from choice, in becoming the sub- 
ject of this great change, in which he returns. to 
God; or the divine law, which takes cognizance 
of his whole life, and. which must be honored by 
the bestowment and reception of salvation, as weil 
as by its provision, cannot be honored by his re- 
turn to God, cannot acknowledge this return as a 
holy act. 
As sinners under the influence of God’s Word 
and. Spirit, are active in regeneration; so are 
Chrisuans, under the same influence, active in 
promoting their own piety and growth in grace. 
They are to “ give all diligence to make their 
calling and their election sure;” ‘are kept by 
the power of God through faith unto szlvation.” 
IV. Revivals are commenced and tarried for. 
ward through human instrumentality. 
Unregenerate sinners may in some respects, 
exert an instrumentality in revivals. pr Rak 
sign to speak of the instrumentality of God’s, 
people in this work. By their fervent prayers 
and holy example, and faithful con¥Versation and 
unwearied efforts, they are through the Spirit of 
God, instrumental of impressing divine truth on 
the sinner’s mind, and of bringing him to feel 
that religion is real and important, that his present 
condition is guilty and perilous, his prospects for 
eternity dark and fearful; that he may if he will, 
escape eternal damnation, and is under the most 
solema and pressing -obligations, by -penitence 
and faith, t» accept immediately of that salvation 
which is proffered through the atoning bldod of 
Christ. Hence the command, “Go ye into all 
the world, and preach the*gospel to every crea- 
ture.” Hence the untiring efiorts and glorious 
suecess of the Apostles in their labors to extend 
the kingdom of Christ, and: save immortal souls. 
Hence the great apostle says to the Corinthian 
converts, “in Christ Lhave begotten you thraugh 
the gospel,” and again, “and all things are of 
God, who hath reconciled us to himsel by Jesus 
Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of re- 
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| Conciliation ; now then we are ambassadors for 
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Christ,“as though God id 2scesh you by us, we 
you in Christ’s stead, be yellbeonciled to 
God. We then as workers together with him, be- 
seech you also, that ye receive not the grace of 
God in vain.” Hence the success which has at- 
tended faithful exhibitions of divine truth, and has 
graciously rewarded the prayers and exertions of 
Christians, ia later days. 
Scriptures’ active exertidns are required, duties 
pointed out, commands given, promises nmde, 
and approbations and rebukes expressed, to sti- 
mulate Christians in their efforts to build up Zi 
and save souls. 
How evident is it then, that while Jehovaltf 
declared, “Not by might, nor by power, b 
my Spirit saith the Lord,” that while redeem 
mercy had its birth in heaven, and achieves §Jl 
its conquests by the power of God, and while to 
him belong all the praise and glory of revivals, 
lie still condescends to grant his people the high 
privilege of being co-workers with him, in the 
grand and “bencvolent’ enterprise of extending 
Christ’s kingdom o¥6PwWie earth, of raising im. 
mortal souls from the degradation of sin and woes 
of hell, and fitting them for the bliss of heaven. 
How great the privilege, how solemn the respon- 
sibility of Christians! How glorious thejr reward, 
if faithful; how tremendous their guilt, if un- 
faithful ! : 
When we enforce the Christian duty of making 
efforts for revivals, we should not, dear sir, need- 
less!$ wound the feelings of those who are so 
angie the work will be taken out of God’s 











hangs JJ Nough in reference to this subject there 
ma much that is dark in their minds, and 
per ford much that is wrong in their hearts ; still, 
inemany respects they may be, and often are de- 
voted Christians. On’ this subject they need 
light. Let it be thoroughly investigated, and the 
results plainly stated. Let ministers labor to 
enlighten our churches on thisinteresting subject, 
and give them line upon line, and precept upon 
precept, and a line of dietinction will be drawn. 
‘Those professors who are-ungodly, and hate re- 


It is a chenge of the ‘heart, the will, the affec- |,vivals, who under pretence. of giving God the 


glory, cloak their opposition and indolence, will 
hate them more, and alarmed at themselves, be 
converted, or come out in their true character 
before'the church and.world; while the truly 
pious, whu have siood tremblingly aloof from the 
work.of the Lord, will mourn the darkness of 
their minds, the coldness of their hearis, and the 
inaction of their lives; and fearing the curse of 
Meroz, will awake to duty, and put both hands to 
the work, and with warm hearts, come “to the 
help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty.” 

I remain, dear sir, 


Yours, as cver. A. R. A. 





For" the Evangelist. 
ON PRAYERW 
The scriptures promise bles#ings in answer to 
prayer. This I suppose will not be denied, yet it 
may not be well understood, for want of attention. 
t the following scriptutes be considered, for they 
speak the mind of God on this interesting, but sadly 
neglected subject. Ps. li. 15, Call upon me in the 
day of trouble; I will deliyer thee; and thou shalt 
glorify me.” Isa. Ixv. 24. And it shall come to 
pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while 
they are yet speaking, I will hear.” Isa. lviii. 9. 
“Then shalt thou eall, andthe Lord shall answer; 
thou shalt ery, and he shall say, here Lam.” Zech. xiii. 
9. They shall call on my name, and I will hear 
them.” Rom. xx. 12._ “For the same Lord over all, 
is rich unto all that call uponhim,.” Ps. xci.15. “He 
shall call upon me, and I will answer him. I will be 
with him in trouble; I will deliver him, and honor 
him. With long life-willI satisfy him; and shew 
him my salvation.” Rom. x. 13. “For whosoever 
shall call upon the name of the Lord, shall be saved.” 
Matt, vii. 7. “ Ask, and it shat be given you; seck, 
and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto 
ou.” 


J might go on and multiply quotations from the 
Bible on this subject; but if the promises and de- 
clarations which I have cited, from the mouth of God, 
from the pen of inspiration, do not prove that God 
hes pledged himself to hear and answer when his 
people cry—to bestow blessings, in answer to prayer, 
not all that he has said, or can say, will prove it. The 
Bible is full of such things as these. But curiosity 
may prompt the question, why does the writer take 
stich pains to prove that God. will answer prayer? 
Does he suppose that any Christian doubts the truth 
of this proposition, God will.answer prayer? “To this 
I may reply, I have lived long—t! have been associated 
with such as are called Christians, many years. I 
have been acquainted with very many of them. I 
have observed the cortduct of one whole generation. 
Ihave listened to many thousands of their prayers. 1 
have heard their conversations on this subject. 1 
have listened to the instructions and prayers of such 
as stand in the desk, and of suchas take a lower seat. 
All this have I dome, and now, on the verge of time, 
on the confines of eteruity—death at hand, judgment 
in view—-heaven or hell as my lasting home, just before 
me; I am constrained to say, (and [I could weep 
while I say it) those seem but few whose manner of 
life, conversation, and prayer, would lead to the con- 
clusion that they believe any suchthing. A few have 
lived, conversed, prayed, as though they knew that 
God will answer prayer, and grant rich blessings to 
such as-call upon his name ; the multitude of profes- 
sors, sofaras I am acquainted, have not so lived. ¥ 
But some will say, he is too censorious; others will 
be likely to say,.he is ‘too superstitious.” Very 
well; then I appeal to facts: but in doing this, I 
speak not of the dead; I speak to and of the living. 
Tt is fact, that with many professors of religion, there 
is such. gay and light appearances ; such levity of 
conversation; such love of the world manifested, as 
indicate any thing rather than a spirit of prayer; any 
thing rather than a belief that God will answer prayer ; 
any thing rather than a life of prayer, or frequency at 
the throne of grace. Without bringing a false accu- 
sation against my brethren and sisters, (by profession) 
I may ask, do those Christians, so called, who shine 
with earthly splendor ; such as stand on the pinnacle 
of pride ; as make and frequent expensive and noisy 
parties of pleasure; mingle with the world in doing 
it, and join in carnal mirth, swelling the loud laugh ; 
do those Christians, who do: all these things, and 
who absent themselves from the monthly concert, 
and most other prayer-meetin gs, and then complain of 
too much praying amongst others, arguing enthusi- 
asm—do they believe that God will answer prayer? 
Do they not know that millions upon millions, at 
home and abroad, are going doWn to hell for want of 
prayer? for want of means to send the bread of life 
to them? ‘Or is it true that they neither believe these 
things, nor edre for the souls of men? ft will be use- 
less to deny these things 





the fashionable religion of this good natured age, and 
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And hence “in the ; 


To a wide extent this is | thin 








what ié still worse, some at least, of those called min- 
isters of Christ, are sometimes found in such fashiona- 
ble circles, ahd join in such fashionable pleasures. 
Do they believe that God will. answer prayer? Mr. 
Editor this picture is not too highly colored. The 
case is so much worse than F have described, that the 
portrait I have drawn, is but the beginning of the sor- 
| rowful truth. 

I therefore entreat you to publish this, that through 
your paper I may call the attention of Zion and her 
watchmen to these things, before I die. For I know 
“‘by the word of the Lord,” that the “time is come 
when judgment must begin at the house of God ;” 
when God will “slay utterly old and young, both 
maids and little children, atid women,’’ who do not 


‘ mn aud cry for all the abominations that be done 
in 


1e midst thereof.” 

God has promised all kinds of blessings in answer 

to prayer. This will appear from the following scrip- 

ures. Matt. xxi. 22. “ All things, whatsoever ye shall 
ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” “ Theres 
fore, I vay unto. you, what things soever ye desire 
when ye pray, believethat ye receive them, and ye 
shali have them.” John xiv. 13 “ And whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son. If-ye shall ask any 
thing in my name, | will do it.” Matt. xiii, 19. 
“Again, I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree 
on earth, as touching any thing that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them ofmy Father, which is in 
heaven.” John xv. 7. ‘If ye. abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you.” John xvi. 23. “ Verily, 
verily I say unto you, whatsoever ye shall ask the 
Father in my name, he will give it you.” 

If these scriptures do not prove that God will give 
all kinds of blessings to such as ask him, and in ans 
swer to their prayer, it is not possible in the uso of 
English language, to prove any thing. Any thing, 
all things, whatsoever ye shall ask, certainly embrace 
each individual thing, and ald the innumerable things 
that men can need—all that they can righteously 
wish, or ask for—all that God can give. If there be 
meaning in language—in the language of scripture; 
if God can speak to men in such a manner as to make 
them understand him, these things are so. Without 
calling every man by name, specifying every thing 
that each—that all can want ; without naming every 
individual thing that God is willing to give, no pro- 
mises, no declarations, could be made more plain. 
Nothing can be made more sure. Jesus “Christ 
preached these things—he died in confirmation of 
his doctrine, and sealed the truth of it with his blood. 
Vhen he was dead, the Father confirmed the testi- 
mony of the Son, by stretching out his hand and rais- 
ing his dead Son to life—by receiving him into heaven, 
placing him at his own right hand, and saying to the 
Son, “ Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever. Let all 
the angels of God worship him.” When this was done, 
the “ Holy Ghost came down from heaven,” to con- 
firm the truth which Christ had spoken, by teaching 
the same things, and by granting success to the doc- 
trine. He came down to help and to teach the chil- 
dren of Gdd how to pray, what to pray for, and to | 
pray in them ; helping their infirmities, * with groan- 
ings which cannot be uttered.” - These things con- 
tinue to this day; and while many havedoubted, and 
even denied these things, laboring to prove them un- 
true; others, under eyery circumstance in life, in 
sickness and in health, in prosperity and adversity, in 
peace and in persecution, at liberty and in prison, in 
life and in death, have found them literally true, and 
that in eyery age. They have known, and they still 
know by blest experience, that these things are so. 
Why then are these things disputed and denied by 
so many professors of religion? Why is the contrary 
doctrine so often proclaimed from the pulpit, and pub- 
lished through the press? Attachment to party, and 
devotion to systems, and habits of education, with the 
influence of great names, may do something—may do 
much ; but the greatest difficulty lies in the unbelief 
of the heart, in the want of experience, in being des- 
titute of the Holy Spirit. 

This is not hirdgjudging. Go from house to house, 
and wander from Bice to place, and converse closely 
with professors of religion, and you will find that mul- 


elief proves beyond @ reasonable doubt, their desti- 
tution of the Spirit. ‘Tell them that God commands 
them to “‘be filled with the Spirit,’ and urge them to 
obey—sometimes they will be angry ; and some will 
heed what you say as little as the ‘most careless sin- 
ner, when you urge him to repent. They do not 
think themselves guilty for not having the spirit. . All 
is resolved by them, into the sovereignty, the govern- 


Spirit, and they are not guilty fornot having it. This 
is not mere speculation ; thousands now living, have 
reasoned in this manner—have justified themselves at 
the expense and disgrace of their Maker: But if sr 
are excusable, so is the vilest sinner, and no body will 
go to hell; for God is surely just. 

The prayer which God answers, is the prayer of 
faith. The truth ofthis proposition is évident from 
the following scriptures. Rom. xiv. 23. ‘* Whatso- 
ever is not of faith, is sin.’ Heb. xi. 6. “ But, with- 
out faith, it is impossible to please him: for he that 
cometh unto God, must believe that he is, and that 
he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” 
James i. 6, 7. “ But let him ask in faith, nothing wa- 
vering: for he that wavereth, is like a wave of the 
sea, driven with the wind and tossed. For Ict not 
that man think that he shall receive any thing of the 
Lord.” Matt. xxi. 22. “ And all things, whatsoever 
ye shall ask in prayer, believing, ye shall receive.” 
Mark xi. 24. “ What things soever ye desire, when 

e pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye shall 
ave them.” ; 

It is both the duty anc the privilege of people to 
pray. God has declared in the most positive manner, 
that he will answer prayer—that he will do what is 
asked, or prayed for in the name of Christ—that such 
as ask, believing, shall receive any thing they ask, 
whatsoever they ask, all things that they ask: and in 
the scriptures last cited, the manner of asking, the 
kind or quality of prayers which shall receive an an- 
swer, is described. It is “the prayer of faith.” 
** Let him ask in faith.4 

He that wavers or doubts must not think that he 
shall receive any ving of the Lord, in answer to 

rayer. But why? cause “‘ whatever is not of 
‘aith is sin’”’—because God is not pleased with sin: 
therefore, ‘‘ without faith it is impossible to please 
Him.” This shows why the prayers of sinners, of 
unbelievers, of hypocrites, of moralists, of pharisees, 
are not, and cannot be answered. _ God ‘cannot hear, 
or answer, such prayers, without approving sin, and 
that he never did, and neyer will, for his very soul 
hates it. . 

Prayer, which will receive an answer from God, 
must offered in the name of Jesus. This implies 
faith in him—faith in the word of God—for no per- 
son-cin pray in the name of Christ, without believing 
in him—without. believing the word, the truth, the 
promise of God. Besides, we “are expressly tong, 
that, if we would so ask as to receive, we must 
lieve. We must believe not only that God is, but 
“that he is the rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him.” Jesus réquires that we should believe that we 
receive, or shall receive, the things we ask—the ve 
ings—the particular, the individual, the identical, 
the same things, that we ask or pray for: « that,” and 
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“7.” At is*only to believe’ that God will give the 
very things we ask for, to ask them in the name or 
spirit -of Jesus, and he says ye shall have thep. @\ 
know that some pretend that thiseis making faith to 
‘rest on nothing, and that it is presumption so to be-_ 
lieve; but this is a false alarm—a dust that is raised 
to blind the eyes—en attempt te unbalance the mind 
—to divert attention—to excite unnecessary fear or 
jealousy, lest people in the exercise of common 
sense, should come to the knowledge of the truth— 
take God at his word, and pray, and receive the very 
things they pray for, as some actually do, as many 
used to do, when the apostles lived and taught the peo- 
ple how to pray. 

All that is necessary, at this time, to. show that 
such faith is not presumptuoas, that it rests on the 

romise of Jesus Christ, is to re-state the case. * 

esus says, ‘‘ Whatsoever ye shall ask in my name; 
that will I do—if ye shall ask any thing’ in my name 
Iwill doit.” The first thing to be done, is to. be- 
lieve that he speaks the truth—that he meaus pre- 
cisely what he says—that he means to be ad 
literally—that he will do just as he says: this is the . 
Yirst thing to be done. But this is not making faith to 
rest on nothing: it is simply-believing the promise of* 
Jesus Christ. ‘This is building faith on the unchange- 
able word of the son of God: and we do not need a 
better foundation for all the faith which we can exer- 
cise. The strongest faith—the utmost confidence of 
all holy creatures in the whole empire of God, rests 
on no better, or surer foundation, than the plain pro- 
mise of Jesus Christ. , 

The second thing to be done, is to ask in the exer« 
cise of this faith.» It is to pray, believing that the « 
very thing or things which we ask, will be done, 
given, granted. “ Believe that ye receive them, and 
ye shall have them—ye shall receive them—that wil! 

{ do—I will do it,” saith «the Son of God.” 

The third thing to be done, is for Jesus to makes 
good his word—to keep his promise—to.do as he 
says he will. This he will not failto do. He has 
kept his promise hitherto, and he may be safely trust- 
ed. But, by way of objection, it will be said, many, 
when praying for particular things, have had this 
faith, these raised expectations, and have been disap- 
pointed—their expectations have never been realized. 
But I answer, to say this and not to prove it, is say- 
ing nothing to the purpose—is begging the question, 
which is a very common thing in these unbelieving 
dayé, and offenmuch easier than to prov®jt. ‘To 
make this objection weigh any thing, he who ihe 
must first prove that the persons to whom he refel 
did fully, and without ‘* wavering,” believe that they 
should certainly receive the thing or things for which 
they prayed. This is not easily done. Secondly, 
the objector must prove that those persons did pray 
for such and such things, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
This cannot be done. If they failed in either of 
those particulars, fulness of faith, and prayer in the 
name of Jesus, no wonder they received no answer: 
for they did not comply with the only terms on which 
Jesus has promised to answer prayer, 

Mr. Editor, absurd as it is, and strange as it may 
seem, such flimsy things as these are brought as 
Weighty objections to the trath of the positive and 
the oft repeated promises of Jesus Christ,as though fhe 
men of this generation were wiser than he. But let 
us look at this. ‘There have been many false Christs, 
does this prove that Jesus is not the true Messiah? 
Th the days Of Paul, there were false apostles—does 
this prove that Paul and Peter, James and John, were 
nottrue apostles? Ordid the existence of false pro- 
phets prove that Moses, and Samuel, and David, and 
a multitude of others, were not true prophets? Many 
false gospels have been written, aia some of them 
are now extant—do they prove that the gospel, which 
we have received is not true? There have been many 
false professors—does this prove that there have 
been no true Christians? So also, if many have ex- 
ercised false faith and have believed a lie, does this 
prove that nobody ever believed the truth ’—that no 
person has any true faith? Many have prayed without 
faith, (it is to be'feared that many do now pray with- 
out faith) many have prayed, and did not pray in the 
name of Jesus: they did not receive the things they 
asked, because they asked amiss ; but does this prove 


titudes do not believe nor feel that God will give the | that no man prays “in faith” —that no body prays in 
Holy Spirit to them, if they ask him: yet this is ex-/the name of Jesus—that nobody receives the very 
ressly declared by Jesus Christ himself, Their un- things he asks? And shall the watchmen cease to 


proclaim the doctrine of the prayer of faith, as on 
the house tops, because many have abused it? Or 
for fear that others will abuse it? Sir, Ido think this 
doctrine should be studied, practised, written, preach- 
ed, till there is no more “fog” about it. Yours, K. 





REVIVAL IN EAST WAMPTON, ©. 1. 
We have received from a friend, alittle work, con-- 


ment of God. God is not willing to give them the taining Dr. Buell’s “ Narrative of the remarkable re- 


vival in East Hampton, L. 1. in 1764.” ft is prefac- 
ed with an account of the Doctor’s life, and enlarged 
with several additions, We propa to give-some 
copious extracts from. this “ Narrative,” im our re< 
vival department; and in order to show the value 
that attaches to his testimony on several important 
points, we shall give a brief sketch of his life and cha- 
racter, faithfully prepared from the little volume be- 
fore us. 
Dr. Samuel Buell was born at Coventry, Conn. 
Sept. 1, 1716. His father was a wealthy and respec- 
table farmer, and the son was destined to the same 
employment. But it having pleased God to make 
him the subject of saving grace, when about eighteen 
years old, his ardent desire to promote:the salvation 
of souls, disposed him to relinquish his flattering 
prospects, that he might enter the gospel ministry. 
After mature deliberation, counsel and prayer, he 
commenced his preparatory studies, in his 21st year, 
ae @ year was admitted a member of Yalc 
College. : 
‘ During the course of his academical education, 
he enjoyed much of the divine presence. From writ- 
ten memorials of that period, it appears that though 
he was not without interposing seasons of darkness, 
he was greatly favored with the lively and sensible ex- 
ercises of grace, and the elevated comforts of divine 
life. He often speaks of instances of communion 
with God, uninterrupted, for weeks and months to- 
ether. Here he became first acquainted with Mr. 
avid Brainerd, with whom he afterwards maintained 
the most endearing intim icy till death deprived the 
church and world of that distinguished servant and 
eminent. minister 6f Christ. Nothing can be more 
affectionate than the terms in which Mr. Brainerd is 
often inentioned in the Doctor’s private writings ; and 
he has frequently been heard to say, that there was 
no other man to whom he ever could so freely ope 
his heart, and with whom he enjoyed such sweet a 
elevated Christian ye soy fade 

He took his first de, p - £091. 

‘* His intention mis have.spent a number of 
ears with Mr. Edwards, of Northampton, aflerwards 
resident of the College at Princeton, im theological 

studies, preparatory to the ministry ; but from the 
peculiar state of things, and the special cal! for zea!- 
ous preachers, avising from the glorious revival of re. 
ligion, then taking 4 extensivel7, in the land, he 
was encouraged and advised to apply immediately for 
license to preach the gospel, and was licensed the 
following October. % 

As a preacher, his labors were attended with much 
power and remarkable success. Soon after his licen- 
sure he made a journey to N ton. On his 
way be preached almost day, in the different 
congregations through which he passed; and the 
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owere extraordinary efie r. 
Pas people were exceedingly moved, 
at numbers, in the ent Tr 
¥ congregation commonly staying 
+ of God for hours after the public ser- 
, also, were exceedingly moved in private 
Mr. Buell was; and almost the whole 
¢ at and continual commo- 
on, day and night: and there was, indeed, a very 
at revival of religion. When I came home, I 
nd the town in-very extraordinary circumstances, | 
ich, in some respects, as { hever saw it in before. 
r, Buell se oe vg a gc peal three weeks 
‘I returned, there being sti at appearances 
din; sie labors.”-—Some time Se this, the Doc- 
faving noted his preaching in a certain place, 
ere there were no visible effects of the word, 
-“* The first time I ever preached to an assembly 
‘ where tears of afféction, under the word, were not to 
be s€en.;and almost.the first when the Lord was not 
anifestly present with the people.” 
The remaining part of the year he journeyed to} 
Boston, and other parts of New England, abounding 


@ Were attended with similar effects. 
InN , 1743, he was ordained as an itinerant 

. 4H which capacity he was indefatigable in 

abors, anid algo signally owned of God as the-instru- 
ment of the awakening: and hopeful conversion of 
,. and of ‘building up saints in their most 
ith. 
singular providence of God brought him to East 
Hampton, where he was installed as pastor, Sept. 19, 
1746.: ; 
~ In this retirement he deyoted himself, with great 
ardor, to his-studies. Though Dr. Buell always en- 
tertained a high opinion of the special aids of the 
“Spirit of God, in preaching and other parts of minis- 
terial duty, yet he by no means thought lightly of 
that furniture for the ministry, which is acquired by 
study. On the contrary he considered it as of great 
importance, and was not satisfied with ordinary mea- 
gures of it himself. His present situation, notwith- 
standing the avocations of parochial duty, compared 
“with t ttled state he had been in before, afforded 
y @advantages for intellectualgimprovement.— 
hese advantages were improved with much assidui- 
- ty, and he early obtained the character of a reputable 
divine, as well as powerful preacher. 

’ “Tt was his desire to know, not merely for the sake 
of knowing, or being reputed a learned man, but, for 
the sake of being useful: His favorite maxim was, 
“ Usefulness is life ;” hence his studies, however 
much he loyed them, did not prevent his punctual at- 
tention to the claims of active service. Never could 

. he content himself to be shut up’ in his study whilst 


- 


sholy 
ey 


ion or round about, were hungering for the 
He never made any attempts to disco- 
ver with how little service his people would be con- 
tented ; on ot contrary he encouraged them to expect 
‘much, and tejoiced when they were disposed to re- 
ceive it. 

In the various branches of pastoral-duty, he was 
diligent and faithful. ‘‘ He watched for souls, as one 
who expected to give account.” In preaching the 
~™ word he was abundant, - It was common with him, in 

addition to his. stated labors on the Lord’s day, to 
- preach once or twice, and in times of special attention, 
much oftener, in the course of the week. The doc- 
tries which he taught, were strictly calvinistic. 
‘What are commonly called the doctrines of grace, 
made the substance of his preaching.* His manner 
‘Was plain and solemn, warm and pungent. He left 
net the understandings of his hearers uninformed ; but 
his principal talent lay in urging home divine truth 
on the heart and conscience. . He taught. not only 
publicly, biit.from house to house. The rising gen- 
eration was not neglected. 
For nearly twenty years his labors here were ac- 
companied with no very signalsuccess. He gathered, 
as he tells us, about eighty members into the church, 
a the greatest part were the fruits of previous 
labor. 
Note.—The following statement, drawn from a 

_ subsequent part of the book, will explain this large 
accession, and will be interesting Dn other accounts. 

_ The first eral revival of religion, however, 
with which the town was blessed, took place in 1741 
-2. It was occasioned apparently, by the instrumen- 
tality of the Rev. John Davenport, of Southold. It 
was characterized by many of the imprudences pe- 
in. to that man, and in some degree peculiar to 
that dey; but was nevertheless, in the midst of hu- 
reo weakness, a glorious work of God. oe coon! 

undred_ were apparently converted, sixty 

_ whom wees wdc to typ chiureh soon after the instal- 
lation of Dr. Buell. 
This revival, though by many at that time deemed 

a ju nt, was, we can now perceive, the com- 
“men of a series of mercies unspeakably great. 
- It revived ex ntal religion, which for a season, 
had ‘declining, and embodied in the church a host 
ofpraying’ le, the precious seed of following re- 
vieals, od 

In the revolutionary war, when the Island fell into 


“the hands of the enemy, (1776,) and many were fiy- 

his prudent vigorous exertions were 

i cnobotal. net me them, but the neighbor- 

eneeim favor of the, distressed, and often with suc- 

cess. yy his instrumentality, many impossible de- 

pee te ch was his activity, in t re- 

subjected him to the resentment of 

imminently his life. “ In no period was he 

ps more than the present : in temporal, a8 

ple, and the care of all the churches lay upon him, as 

there was but one minister within forty miles of 

. mities of age, was confined to his, own congrega~ 
* tron. ; : 


ing from it, he thought his duty to continue with his 
ing naan ‘He faithfally improved his utmost influ- 
— recalled, and many rigor- 

the inferior ee and 60 and, more than once, 
well as spiritual things, he was the father of his peo- 
him, able to do service, and. he, t the infir- 
In no-respect was Doctor Buell more distinguished 












than for a spirit of devotion. He always entertained 

igh opinion er and efficacy of prayer. 

ae was ot i exciting others to abo Se 
oy t * ‘nts = 





Rpt 
a deep ha. 


10 7 preached upon the 
death of his firet wife, after enu ing the changes 
_ uv his family, he adds, “I hope your candor will not 
een mete sey, thats alge 
were received with — , and | 
- praise.” A praying frame he alwa ays considered as.a 
_ Nery necessary part of preparation for the sanctuary, 


sentiments, as {0 ell the djstin- 


anemnee ; 
* The ‘a religiows 
. of were the ; 
geen q howe ng 


were commonly his delight ot hfe, were burden- 
some. me 

of} He was favored’with uncommon health of body, 
and soundness of mind, to the last of his days. To 
this the strict rules of temperance, which he always 
,r J observed, without doubt, very much contributed. 
> till ab } fortnight after.| The day he was eighty ye 

on y miles, preached, an 
was his prayer that he might not outlive his useful- 


jJustness -and propriety of the exhortations and advi- 
a which he administered to those who were about 

m. 
sible supports and consolations of that Gospel which 
he had so long, and with such glorious success, 


the’following extract of the sermon preached upon 
the occasion of his death. 


seemed never to have enjoyed a more triumphant 
faith. He appeared to have impressions uponghis 


*|the trath, the whole iruth, 


yithout which, the exercises of the pulpit, which 


old, he rode fourteen 


returned home at evening. It 


ing of his designed visit be- | ness, and it was signally answeted. He preached the | E. some hingslike these high follow. Let us see 

nd spent almost the whole sabbath but one before his death. His. last illness | whether tlie not “‘solve themselv s,” and convey 
ous exercises with the people, either in | was short, and, thotigh severe, left him in the full|* the essential doctrines.of the Bible, as held by all 
pate, the people continual ing | possession of his reason. This was manifest in the | sects deserving the name of Christian.” 


In his last labors he was favored with the sen- 


reached to others. The more particular state of 
is mind, in.this solemn extremity, may be seen in 


“He said that his mind was in perfect peace, and 


mind concerning the glory of the church, as hastening 
on, which he wished to communicate, but could not 
for want of strength. He desired also to speak much 
to those about him, upon the subject of having an inw 
terest in Christ ; the importance of which, as it then 
appeared to him, he said, was unutterable. He had 
no desire to recover, but to depart and be with Christ. 
He viewed himself, he said, as now passing Jordan’s 
flood, and, within a step, as it were, of the promised 
land, and the thought of returning again into the 
wilderness, was painful to him. When asked, at 
one time, concerning the state of his mind, he re- 
quested his friends, in order to obtain it, to read the 
17th chapter of John, repéating several times the 24th 
ver. ‘Father I will that they also whom_thou hast 
given me, be with me where I am, that they may be- 
hold my glory, which thou hast given me.’ To- 
ward the last he repeatedly observed that he felt all 
earthly connexions to be dissolved ; and his soul ap- 
peared to be drawn with such strength and pleasure 
to the glorious world of light, that he could not bear to 
be interrupted by the assiduities of his friends, who 
were seeking to administer to his perishing dust, fre- 
quently putting them aside with one hand, whilst the 
other was raised to heaven, where his eyes and his 
soul were fixed: .And in this happy frame he con- 
tinued till the progress of his disorder wholly deprived 
him of the power of speech.” “He died on Thursday, 
July 19, 1798. 





DOCTRINAL. 


For the New York Evangelist. 
INTERESTING QUESTIONS. 
Are we not taught of God, that faith is the duty, 
and unbelief is the sin of mankind? 
And is not faith the great means of justification and 
life, and unbelief the great means of condemnation 
and death ? 
And are not faith and unbelief both voluntary acts 
of the human mind, through which one receives good, 
and the other receives evil into the soul ? 
Was not unbelief the means through which evil was 
first communicated to the unfallen and perfectly righ- 
teous soul in its paradisical state, and is not faith the 
means through which good is first communicated to 
the fallen soul, in its perfectly wicked state ? 
Were not-lies the first evil received into the soul, 
and did they not darken and pervert the righteous 
soul through unbelief,.and is not truth the first good 
received into the soul, and does not truth inform and 
change the dark and dead soul through faith? 
Did the righteous soul in Paradise, possess a wrong 
thought, or a wrong impression, before it believed the 
devil? How then does the unrighteous soul possess 
a right thought, or a right impression before it be- 
lieves God? 
Could lies have made any impression on the unfal- 
len soul, if they had not been believed? How then 
can. truth make any impression on the fallen soul, 
while itis not believed ? 
Was it not hard for the righteous soul in Paradise 
to believe the devil without first possessing some un- 
righteousness to enable the soul to act unbelief! 
And can it be any more hard for the unrighteous soul 
to believe. God, without first possessing some righte- 
ousness to énable the soul to act faith? 
Was not the principle of falsefiood received into 
the righteous soul by believing the devil! And is 
not the principle of-truth received into the unrighte- 
ous soul by believing God ? 
Did unbelief. come to the righteous soul by hearing 
the lies of the Devil? Why then cannot faith come 
Sr _ unrighteous soul) by hearing the Word of 
od ? 





Was jt not with the heart righteous man believed 
the devil unto eternal, and then external unrighteous- 
ness! And is it not “ with the heart (unrighteous) 
man believes God unto (internal and then external) 
righteousness ?”’ 

Why cannot what God says produce faith in the 
fallen soul, as effectually as what the devil said pro- 
duced unbelief in the unfallen soul ? 

And has not truth as much efficacy to convert the 
fallen-soul that. believes it, as lies could have to per- 
sh a righteous or unfallen soul when it believed 

em? 

Why does the word preached, not profit them who 
hear it? Is it because God does not see fit to own, to 
bless, or to apply it by his. Spirit? Or rather is it not 
because the word preached is not mixed with faith in 
them who hear it ? , 

Do not the above questions fully solve themselves ; 
and are they not scriptural and conclusive answers to 
the most important in the whole list of questions pro- 
posed in the tenth number of the Evangelist ? 

Would there be half the controversy in theology, if 
men would not adinit the false notion that Deity has 
revealed many kinds of truth, some of which are con- 
trary to common sense, and to his established order of 


things ? 

Where in all the book,.or in all the creation, or in 

all the established order of God, are men called upon 
to believe any thing contrary to common sense, or 
contrary to the evidence of things ? 
Is it- not ‘‘through faith, we understand that the 
worlds were framed, by the word of God ;” and 
through what other ium.do we understand any 
thing, if not th h faith ? 

And if faith must precede all knowledge, or all un- 
derstanding of things, why does it not also precede all 
right thoughts, and all right influence ? 

Ifman can have no wisdom without faith, how can 
he have any goodness witMOut receiving it of God 
through his faith ? 

. What is truth, if not spiritual and intellectual light ? 
But what is light, if not-**that which makes mani- 
fest? 


What is faith, if not-the belief of the truth? Or 
what is great faith, if not the belief of the whole 
truth! .Or what is greatest faith, if not the belief of 
and nothing but the 
truth? 

aber is. it not in = light of God’s truth, that any 

8 » OF any transaction is wu by man 

Hroreh, - faith ? ea? 

an I know anything without faith, that my senses 

of hearing, of seeing, of feelin, of castings or of 
smelling, 1s according to truth ? ~ Rin * < 

‘Why not admit faith then to be the evidence of 
things present, and the substance of things to come ? 

. ¢ E. 


REMARKS. 
The respected brother who proposes the above 
ions, * A Methodist of 30 years standing in the 
.E. Charch,” says in his letter, “I am so far from 





only not “ biased 
evident truth of God, which all agree to when not 
under that bias,” but who is also not biased against a 
creed, nor disposed to reject a sentiment without ex- 
amination or evidence, merely because it has a bad 
name attached to it ;.that such a 
ing to the general sentimest implied in t e fore 
questions, with a few 

goo to propose a few, 


they to do you good at last? 


NEW YORK EVANGELIST. 


Christian.” Suppose now that a person, who is not } 
by his creed from the plain self- 


person, after agree- 
ing 

ying explanations, should 
jtional questions to brother 


QUESTIONS. 
Brother E. you are a Christian, but were not al- 
ways one. ho made you a Christian ? 
You enjoyed the instructions of the gospel for 
many years, without any saving benefit. iiow came 


Phere are many of your acquaintances, friends, 
and neighbors, who have had just as ood opportuni- 
ties as yourself fur embracing religion, but they still 
cQatinue in the way to hell, and many who sat out 
you in life, have died impenitent, and are now 
life up their eyes intorments. Who made thee to 
tt 

The fundamental] difference between yourself and 
er ungodly eighbors, consists in faith. Is that 
aith “ of yourself,’ or is it “ the gift of God ?” 

In giving ye that faith by which you obtain all the 
blessings of salvation, did not God give you some- 
thing more than the external revelation of truth in his 
word ? 

When you pray for the succe 
pel, do you pray merely t od would give strength 
to preach it fully, or do you pray that God would do 
something to make it influential in th minds ef the 
hearers ? 

If you ask God to do something for the hearers of 
tke word, what do you ask him to do, if not “to own 
and bless, and to apply it by his Spirit ?” 

If unbelief in the heagers prevented yesterday’s 
preaching from taking effect, what shall prevent the 
s:me fatal hindrance from operating to-day, unless 
God does something to-day which he did not dB yes- 


terday, iu opening sinner’s hearts to attepd to the 
things spoken ! -% 


When your soul*is filled with the mos ling 
views of your former si;ful course, and with thé most 
adoring nd grateful views of the goodness of God in 
bringing you to your present state, do you not lov@to 
acknowledge his gracious work in every stgp of the 
process by which you have been transformed from a 
child of wrath ta a child of God? Is not the very 
first move, “ of grace,” as well as every subsequent 
one? Have you any thing different from the‘tngodly 
which.you have not received ? 

Brother E. is requés8@to answer these questioiis, 
not according to what he thinks is calvinism or metHo- 
dism, but according to what he thinks is pisLe, and 
by his own experience of the grace of God. Let him 
answer it in such a way that he can go into his closet 
on his knees and tell ittoJesus. These questions are 
proposed in the same spirit with his own; not for 
victory, but to come at the whole truth about man’s 
salvation. ED. 
TT TA SE OE EL LS, OT 


EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 


SELF SUPPORTING SCHOOL. NO. III. 


Ts it necessary that all ministers should be classi- 
cally educated? 
In pursuing this subject, after giving the opinions 
of Professor Stuart,.Dr. Scott, and Pliny Fisk, I pro- 
ceed to refer to the usages of the 
ENGLISH, DISSENTERS. 
Dr. Sprague, in his interesting ‘‘ Letters from Eu- 
rope,” first. published “ithe New York Observer in 
1828, has the following remarks respecting the Eng- 
lish Dissenters: ‘ In respect to advantages for litera- 
ry and theological education, enjoyed by dissenters, 
I should think they were considerably less than in ou? 
own country ; as the course given in their colleges, 
corresponding both to our collegiate and theological 
course, generally occupies but four years. And yet it 
is unquestionably true, that these institutions are 
generally under the direction of very able men, and 
that the advantages which they furnish, have drawn 
forth some of the fineét talents with which the church 
of God is now blessed.” 

If any should think that the experiments already 
made of bringing ministers forward in a less time 
than is usual, have demonstrated the inapplicability of 
that system to our own country, I should reply, that 
probably none of these experiments have been at- 
tempted “under the direetion of very able men.” Or 
if that is not sufficient,then I should say that the 
ill success might have arisen from the attempt to give 
something of a classigal éducation, which was of lit- 
tle. use to the individuils, and prevented their study- 
ing thoroughly that which was indispensable. I think 
the circumstances of our churches are so different 
from those of the Cameimestoosiets in England, par- 
ticularly in regard to the large number of thoroughly 
educated ministers with which we are blessed, and 
also from the people being much accustomed to accu- 
racy of discrimination on theological subjects, that 
though a plan for furnishing ministers, half educated 
in classical learning; has not been remarkably accep- 
table ; yet one by which a certain proportion might be 
well educated in English theology might prove highly 
acceptable and useful. 


THE CLASS OF MEN TO BE EDUCATED. 


The class of men for whom provision is now pro- 
posed, are, generally, those. who are too old to make 
it worth their while to seek a college education. No 
doubt there are such in.the church, whose conversion 
took place at a late period, or whose talents for public 
labors were slow in their development, or in whom 
grace was at the first too feeble to push them into 
the ministry. Or othet circumstances, of necessity, 
or indecision, or the like, has képt them devoted to 
secular pursuits until they are so old that they cannot 
go to college without wasting too large a portion of 
remaining life. They may now have some indefinite 
longings for the work of the ministry, and some deep 
admonitions that it is not right for them to spend their 
days in any other work than that of saying souls. 
But all these are at-once repressed by the thought 
that it is impossible they should go through the pre- 
paratory routine. 

That there are many men out of the ministry, who 
would be useful in it, cannot be doubted. There 
must be much native talent for preaching still remain. 
ing in the church, which only needs the requisite 
opportunity to develope itself. Much of this talent 
is also to a considerable degree cultivated already. 
There are in the churches a very large number of in- 
telligent and sensible young men, who are teachers of 
common schools, country merchants, surveyors, ma- 
gistrates, deacons in churches, superintendants and 
teackers in sabbath schools, &c. &c. Many of these 
show a power of discrimination, a tact at explainin 
scripture, a fatility @f-expressing’ themselves with 
pathos and effect, and a capacity to gain the attention 
and influence the minds of others, which constitute 
what may be called the natural qualifications for the 
ministry ; such, F suppose, as the apostle Paul denoted 
by the phrase “apt to teach.”” The conferences of 

e churches, and the monthly temperance meetings, 
bear witness that the niimber of men of this character, 
between the ogee of twenty-one and thirty-five, is 
very considerable. | 

I know it will be said that these men are very useful 
where t are; and that laymen of talents are need- 
ed; and that their labors are often accompanied with 
less prejudice and more effect, in certain.minds, than 
those of ministers. While I fully admit the utility 
of the evangelical lahors of private brethren, and 
cordially bless God for the success he has given them, 
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being a sectarian, that I wish to be entirely a Bible! 


fruits an havidred fold, I cannot, with the Bible in my | 





hand, and my eyes open to the experience of the 
church, bring myself to believe, that any man who is 
ualified for the ministry, can be so useful in a secu- 
he employment, as in “giving himself to prayer and 
the ministry of the word.” 
In order to prevent men from taking counsel of their 
vanity, or love of God, or ambition to figure in public, 
and so thrusting themselves forward to that which they 
are by no means fit for, I would propose that those who 
are not@fhtending to go through the ordeal of a full 
and regular course, should not come forward without 
the approval and encouragement of the church, or of 
some other ecclesiastical body, to which they belong. 
This is the usage of the Baptist churches. _ If I mis- 
take not, it is the usage of the English Congrega- 
tionalists. ‘There would probably be as much security 
afforded in this way, as in any other, that unsuitable 
individuals should not be left to commence the prepara- 
tion for the ministry. Let the church, or, in some cases, 
any other regular ecclesiastical body, to which they 
belong, pass a vote expressive of their conviction that 
A. B. is called of God to endeavor to prepare himself 
for the.gospel ministry, and that his situation is such 
as appears to render it inexpedient for him to procure 
a collegiate or classical education. This is not in- 
tended to supersede the usual examination for ap- 
proval and license, when his preparatory studies are 
completed. 
ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES. 


In regard to any tendency which it may be appre- 
hended the introduction of men into the ministry, 
without. any classical education, would havesto lower 
the general standard of ministerial education, I would 
remark, that the current of public opinion is very 
strong in, favor of a thoroughly educated minisiry ; 
so much so that it is irresistibly bearing along those 
denominations which have heretofore too much un- 
dervalued human learning. It is not possible that the 
course should retrograde. On the other hand, the 
disadvantages attendant on the want of a thorough 
education are so great, that it seems to me nothing: 
but a deep and constraining sense of duty to the Lord | 
Jesus Christ could lead a man of ordinary sense, to | 
venture into the ministry in this way. Or if any! 
should wish it, who have not the requisite talents to 
be useful without a classical education, and should find 
a too easy disposition in his church, or association, in 
recommending him, let him make the experiment. 
It will, at least, be not so hard for him to ‘make besoms 
again,” as for a man who has toiled ten long years.in 
fruitless endeavors to “polish brick into marble.” 
Neither will they have that claim upon the mistaken 
sympathies of churches and missionary societies, by 
which no small number of men are now retained in| 
the ministry, whose profiting, either from the want of | 
talents or of industry, doth not appear unto all. 
Should any suppose the disadvantages of a want of 
classical knowledge to be so great, that no prudent 
man will undertake the work of the ministry thus de- 
ficient, the ready answer is, that many such have 
done it, and are still doing it, and doing it with, un- 
questionable success. I need not name instances, 
though it were easy to do it, among the living and the | 
dead, of great usefulness, respectability, and general | 
influence, attained by men who knew not a word of | 
any but their mother tongue. I would add the strong | 
impressions of duty, which ought to make many a) 
man inquire whether it were not better.in his own | 
ease, to preach the gospel without Greek, than not to | 
preach it at all. And besides this, there are some 
actual advantages attending such a course, in the case 
of inen somewhat advanced beyond youth, with talents 
rather above mediocrity, and a good common educa- 
tion. Their talents for the work will Have been 
proved; whereas the greater part, even of our benefi- 
ciaries, and still more of these who are educated by 
their parents, are proved only as scholars ; and not a 
few fail entirely, when put to the peculiar service of 
the ministry. Another advantage is’ in the habits of 
business which they will have acquired, a point in 
which so many ministers are notoriously deficient. 
It is often distressing to see the blundering, shuffling, 
unbusiness-like manner, in which the concerns of 
church government, of benevolence, of public meet- 
ings, &c. are conducted, by ministers of the first 
talents and learning. The manner in which minis- 
ters of undoubted integrity transact affairs of bargain 
and sale, will be to some of my readers a living ilus- 
tration of the advantage to be hoped from. the intro- 
duction of a few more men into the ministry, who 
have a common-sense apprehension of the application 
of right and wrong to the ordinary concerns of life. 

The blessing of better health is another advantage | 
of no small value. A young man never can go 
through college and the seminary, with credit as a 
scholar, without weakening his constitution, so far, 
at least, as to make him tender, and highly suscepti- 
ble to the influences of the wind and the weather. 
The ability to ‘‘ endure hardness,’’ which men of three | 
or four years preparation would -not be likely to lose, 
would qualify them for many parts of service, for 
which a puny collegian would hardly dare to offer 
himself. 


THE SERVICE THEY WILL BE FITTED FOR. 


What will you do with these ministers? Will you 
send them out to the vast “ Valley of the Mississippi,” 
after all the forcible representations that have been 
made respecting the necessity of having the most 
able and learned ministers there, and the earnest and 
oft-repeated cautions we have had against the idea 
that half-educated ministers will do well enough for 
the western woods ? 

I answer, I would not send them any where. I recog- 
nize no earthly power that holds ministers “‘ under au- 
thority,” and says, “‘ Dothis, and he doeth it,” toa com- 
missioned servant of the Lord Jesus, who is answerable 
to his master in heaven for the use he makes of his 
talents. [ would do with them, just as we are now doing 
with all our young candidates,—set them to preaching, 
and let them find their own proper sphere, under the 
guidance of the providence of God. If they love the 
spirit of preaching, there can be no doubt they will 
find hearers and a support, forthe laborer is worthy 
of his meat. 

Still it ‘is allowable to say what I suppose such 
men might do with advantage. Many of them, 
doubt not, would, by their pre-eminent talents and 
piety, and natural literary turn, prove equal to the 
best preachers, and be called to fill some of the most 
important stations.- A considerable number of them 
might become travelling agents for various charitable 
societies ; for which service a rich variety of intellec- 
tual furniture is less needed, than the ability of pre- 
senting and pressing a single subject with earnestness 
and effect. For this service alone, I suppose more than 
a hundred ministers-are wanted at the present mo- 
ment, and would be employed at once if they were 
to be found. Others of them would probably become 
missionaries to the heathen. They might not perhaps 
become able translators, or labor successfully in re- 
ducing an unwritten and barbarous language to a 
scientific form. Though I may ask, who has been 
more competent in this respect than the shoemaker, 
William Carey, of Serampore? But experience, 
wherever it has been tried, has proved that for the ser- 
vice of the heathen, men educated as here proposed, 
fall behind no others in ability or usefulness. For 
this service, as well as the preceding, their habits of 
business, firmness of constitution, fearlessness of ex- 
posure, ability to live on a little, and familiarity of 
access to common minds, will give such men some 
special advantages. Others still will profitably oc- 
cupy the vast number of vacant spots, and broken 
down churches, that are to be found in our older set- 
tlements. Mcp among their more privileged 
brethren, the de a of rie tage ‘ers one 

ctical purposes, will be'supplied by the fulness o 
ta while in their ordinary labors, their talents, 
diligence, piety, and sound constitution, would proba- 
bly cause the deficiency of their early education to be 
little observed. It is worthy of remark, that many of 
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and pray that he will increase both their zeal and its 


iow 





them would never acquire that habit of living at an 
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expensive rate, which makes it necessary for minis. 
ters to have such liberal salaries. 
would be able to settle in many places, which now do 
not even dream of supporting a minister, and which, 
on the present system, must,remain for an indefinite 
time without the stated pr 
Thus also a number of educated ministers would be 
liberated, where they can be spared, and left free to 
go and occupy the wider fields of the vast West. 


Consequently they 
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From the Fourth Report of the American S. School Union. 


KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT RELIGION. 
And the conviction of your Board, that these should 


be still more prominently the purposes and aims of 
Sunday-school instruction, is strengthened by the eon- 
sideration, that much is proposed atid actually done, 
TO DIFFUSE KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT RELIGION. 
without number are in a course of experiment®#® the 
general education of the people ; but few of t® ® re. 
gard, or even recognize, in any form, the faithiussay- 


' jeets 


ing, that Jesus Christ came into thé world to save sin- 
ners; few of them connect with the intellectual ca- 
pacities and attainments of a child, his moral state and 
responsibilities before God ; and most of their systems 


to educate an immortal being, would not feel the shock, 


if the offer of pardon through the bloed of Christ, 
should be withdrawn, and every hope of life and im- 
mortality beyond the grave be blotted out for ever. 
Notso with the system of Sunday-schools. Toinduce 
every child to submit his will to the will of God, and 
his life to the law of God ; to provide for hima guide 
in his dreary and dangerous pilgrimage; to furnish 
him with: light in all his darkness, comfort in all his 
sorrows, succour in all his temptations, and victory in 
all his conflicts ; and thus to lead him up at last toa 
kingdom prepared for him from the foundation of the 
world; these are the high purposes, and this the hum- 
ble, fearful, but delightful duty of Sunday-school teach- 
ers ; and when the inventions of wit, and the specula- 
tions of philosophy shall cease, a question will occur, 
for the first time to many in their schools, which we 
trust has been duly considered and wisely settled by 
thousands in ours, WHAT SHALL A MAN GIVE IN EX- 
CHANGE FOR HIs sou? 

Every year,—every day, it is becoming evident to 
thinking men that whatever is denoted by the term 
religious education, it needs to be much improved and 
extended, among all classes of our population. 

Inquiry follows inquiry; and those in different sec- 
tions of the country who have doubted and hesitated, 
and even taken part against us, are now asking, 
whether after all, the progress of the American 


| Sunday-School.system, does not enlarge and multiply, 


rather than contractthe sources of juvenile knowledge ; 
whether it does not shed light rather than exelude it ; 
whether it does not cultivate and strengthen the in- 
tellectual and moral powers of man, rather than cramp 


and enfeeble them; whether it is not the minister of 


intelligent and expansive piety, rather than of igno- 
rance and bigotry ; whether it is not delivering man 
from the most degrading bondage and ietrodacing 
him to glorious liberty, rather than riveting chains 
and fetters upon his free spirit. Let these inquiries 
be pushed to the end, and we have no fears of the 
result. Jt will soon be seen and acknowledged, that 
no other scheme of general education, is so well 
adapted to our republican institutions, as this, which 
we are executing ; that some such plan of connecting 
the sanctions of religion with the diffusion of intelli- 
gence is necessary ; that no plan is more feasible, none 
more unexceptionable than this; and certainly none is 
so widely adopted, or so well adjusted. It will be 
admitted, in language lately used, by one of the most 
distinguished members of our national legislature, 
‘‘ that ifour country would render her union perpetual ; 
if she would elevate to a lofty height the pillars of her 
fame, and place herself pre-eminently above all other 
nations, of the present and of all other times she must 
draw her example from the Divine Being, and«take 
little children in her arms and bless them, by pouring 
into their infant minds, the lessons of early and ef- 
fectual instruction. 


On the same subject our readers may be interested 
to read an extract from an English publication, re- 
cently received from Bristol, entitled «* An Address to 
he Shareholders of the intendéd New College, by a 
Member of the Royal College of Surgeons.” 


In a matter of such momentous interest, it becomes 
us to act, at least, with consistency. We profess to 
be Christians : let us endeavor that our children may, 
in this important peculiarity, equal, if not excel, their 
fathers. Let not future generations have to lament 
our pusillanimity, and upbraid our memories in having 
founded institutions for the formation of their charac- 
ter, without availing ourselves of that guide which a 
merciful and ormnipotent Creator hath put into our 
hands. If the principles of the Bible are not to be 
acted upon, inestablishing a College forthe education 
of youth, in what particular of our public conduct are 
we to be guided by them? If we are not disposed in 
this undertaking to take Revelation not as an auxilia- 
ry, but as a principal authority, to which we should at 
all times appeal, Jet us no longer assume the name of 
Christians, and desecrate the sacred appellation by 
ee the first principles of our holy religion. 

If public instruction is to be given without reference 
to the direction it may take, or the character it may 
assume, sure it is there never was a period when 2 
College was less required—never was there a_ eriod 
so fruitful of knowledge of various kinds, and: so 
boastful of it universal diffusion. And, so far as the 
mere exercise of the intellectual powers has been cal- 
led forth, its claims are not to be gainsayed. It is in- 
calculably beyond that which former ages had, per- 
haps, ever ventured to contemplate. Never was there 
before ‘such pains taken to give to man, in the most 
depressed condition of his being, a consciousness of 
something nobler than mere animal-instincts, and a 
more lively perception of the native force ofjintellect 
with which he may be endowed. That this sort of 
illum nation is infinitely more extended than hereto- 
fore, is not to be denied. And something it undoubt- 


edly is, to have given to man a juster estimate of his « =~ 
matural powers, to have made ‘him more sensible of ~ 


the true dignity of his nature, and the station he (c- 
cupies in the scale of moral being. 
At the same time it must be confessed, that our 


labors in the field of literature have hitherto had but - 


little effect in improving the moral condition of our 
country. It is universally acknowledged, that the 
frame-work of society was never more disjointed, nor 
the social sympathies of our nature more disregarded. 
Never did the general character of the age assume so 
fearful a resemblance to the perilous times predicted 
by the apostle, in which men should be lovers of 
deenaniiess covetous after wealth and idolatrously 
trusting in it; vain-glorious boasters, and proud of 
their abilities and attainments ; blasphemers of the 
perfections, ways, and truths of God ; disobedient to 
parents ; ungrateful to the Lord, and to their earthly 
benefactors ; unholy and profane; of seditious and 
turbulent spirits; lovers of sensual and dissipated 
pleasures, rather than lovers of God; yet at the same 
time retaining a form of godliness, while they re- 
nounce the power thereof: at least practically deny- 
ing that it ought to have any sanctifying, ‘controling 
influence over their affections, tempers, and conduct. 
For evils of such gigantic dimensions, the most 
critical acquaintance with classical literature, or even 
the most profound physical research, will afford, me- 
thinks, a very inadequate protection. But it may be 
replied, inthe cocuments omer by the Committee, 
it is distinctly avowed, “ that nothing will be admitted 
into the plan and administration of the Bristol Col- 
lege which can lessen an attachment to the doctrines 
of revealed religion, or interfere with the Ecclesiasti- 
cal institutions of the country.” And this, with the 
distant hope expressed of sojne Theological instruc. 
tion to be communicated to some small and privi 
portion of the pupils, is all that is promised by this in- 
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* -" mence our efforts.to- lea: 


“<= © own observation has not led to the conclusion 


to co-operate 
Totes n sai be ‘@ paramount controlli 
i a ount controlling 
wer, or it must be excluded. To such an institu- 
i ise is death. A wrong step once taken, 


~~ cannot easily be retraced 


AMERICAN i oe SOCIETY. 
Quarterly meeting of Tai poe of Directors, held 
Appropriations were made by the society and its, 
branches, at this meeting to 106 young men as fol- 
lows:— . 
In 8 Theological Seminaries, “e<111 men. 
In 13 Colleges, Sy “ 
In 38 Academies, « 
Under private instruction, : ail 
Of these Ca 29 were pees for the first 
timeupon the funds of the society; are co 
direetly with the parent society, and 197 with branch- 
és. A number of young men report only twice a 
year, inthe spring and a , and these are not in- 
cluded in the above account. ; 
The following table stiows the amount paid by the 
parent society and by each brancl:. 
& THE PARENT SOCIETY > 
‘Pays for its own appropriations, $3,767 
7 for Maine Brench, 260 
for N. ip. Branch, 136 
for Connecticut Branch, 888 
for Presbyterian Branch, nothing —5,031 
BRANGHES. 
Maine branch pays of its apptopriations, $170 
N. Hamp. Braiich pays 170 
Connecticut Branch pays 66 
Presbyterian Branch pays = (all) 1822—?,228 
Total appropriated this quarter $7,279 
Debt of the Society May 1, $8,347 91 


Wanted to meet present appropria- 
tions, 4,421 81 

Total present deficiency $12,769 72 

The above statement shows that the operations of 


the society cannot be sustained without an increase of 
-fands 


THe case is One of great urgency; and all who 
love Zion, are eptreated to send jn their benefac- 
tions.. They were never wanted so much as at the 
present moment. The society has never yet given a 
negative to a worthy applicant. Shall they begin 
now ¢ Paw 


AMERICAN EDUCATION SOCIETY. 


The Rev. Mr. Jones, ordained Wednesday as a Bap- 
tist Missionary to Burmah, having received of this 
Society, $333, was on application very generously re - 
leased by the Society from hig pecuniary obligations to 
them, in conformity to Rule chap V1. sect. 6. 


SABBATH SCHOOLS AND MISSIONS. 


At the last anniversary of the London Sunday 
School Union, held.on the 12th of May, the following 
striking testimonies were borne to the influence of 
Sunday schools upon missions. The Rev. Dr. Philip, 
a distinguished missionary in South Africa, said in 
his speech, that “he commenced his labors in the 
cause of Christ as a Sunday schoel teacher. The 
first prayer that he offered up in the presence 
of others, was in a Sunday school. The first at- 

. tempt he--ever made. -to from the Holy 
Scri , Was in a Sunday school. And he was 
fully ed that had it not been for his humble 

exercises in the-capacity of a Sunday school teacher, 
and the advantages which he there acquired, he 
should never have had the confidence to become a 
minister of the gospel, or a missionary of Jesus 

Christ.”” He was:a teacher in the Sunday school in 
Dundee. “ During the period that he labored there, 
twelve or fourteen young men went out into the field 
of ministerial labor, many of whom became missiona- 
ries. One of them was the lamented Dr. Milne; 
another was the amiable Keith.”—Biblical Reper- 
tory. 


DUTY OF TEACHING. 

We are decidedly of the opinion that every parent 
who has health, and is not prevented by’domestic du- 
ties, should enter the Suan school-as a teacher, if 
he is at all capable... And if he is not capable, he 
ought to go to work to render himself capable as spee- 
dily as possible ; for he is certuinly not capable of 
performing the duties of a parent, if he is incapable 
of teaching a class in a bath school. Parents 
ought to make the very best teachers, inasmuch as 
they have had opportunities of acquiring much experi-. 
ence. It was ] ago thought that “days should 
8 yand cmultitadle of years should teach wisdom.” 

le rejoice indeed that a change is taking place in 
‘this respect, and that some parents of great respecta- 
bility and influence in our cities, and even j and 
legislators, are now to be found as teachers and super- 
intendents in Sabbath Schools. May this noble ex- 
ample be universally imitated !— Ibid, 


DUTY OF MINISTERS. Q 


We cannot conceive how a minister, who does not 
preach in more than one place on a Sabbath, could do 
more for the cause of Christ, than by spending the 
afternoon of the Sabbath in promoting Sunda ra, oc 
t hout his parish, and even beyond it, if it inter- 
fere no other laborer in the vineyard. To be 
trai up several hundred youth in the pnowiodge 
ofthe isagreat work. Ministers have de- 
voted an undue proportion of their labor to those that 
are grown up; whilst the young, by far the most hope- 
ful of their. 4 a wa have been almost 
wholly neglected. It has been justly said, that there 
18 reason to believe that the amazing want of success 
in the use of the divinely appointed means of saving 
men, o in to the fact, that we com- 
U be mankind.into the paths of 
rn ti ata omer arg too late by ten or fifteen 

ears. There n, and still is, ittle i - 
tise of eprstdiieeinnt, Still is, too little instruc 
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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Evangelist, 

AUTHORITY. 

Not long since I saw'the repo 

f hed divine, in Which he is represented as 

, that the disputes and divisions which now 

the church, arise chiefly from the wrong em- 

nt of human reason in religion. It is well said 
the proper province of reasoty j i i 

ee ne Se taught 


° ascertained 
nspiration of, God.” 

at» much of the 
in the chi has arisen from a desire to be “ wise 
above that which is written,” But I confess that my 
that the 
disputes arise from the too great exaltation of 
reason. Unitarianism is now fairly separated 











rt of a sermon by a 


the church. Univ is fast 
- h is The antinemian spirit is akg 
among Christians concern this very point, What has 
God taught? - Many of them rather respect the mode 

explaining, connecting, and exhibiting truths which 


that scripture 
And bess can’be no | 


ag out of these in 
produced by the attempted em men 
to suppress the free use of reason in-investigati 
scriptures.. The division in the : 
church arose from the exercise of authority, to pre- 
vent the reformers from bringing the discipline to the 
test of scripture. The diffic ties which now. agitate 
the whole Presbyterian church, are produced by the 
efforts.of Dr. Green and rs, to employ the au- 
thority of the church against free investigation. The 
debates among the tional churches, consist 
chiefly in the array of authority and great names, and 
extended influence, to throw distrust and odium around 
those who would inquire for themselves into the mean- 


ing of the word of. God. 
a . 


he learned preacher did not, as I understand, 
publicly apply his remark, so as fo designate the guilty 
authors.of this abuse of humanreason. But it is not 
unreasonable to suppose that he intended the appli- 
cation which his particular friends are known to have 
made. If he did, I can assure him that those he at- 
tacks, are valuing themselves specially upon their suc- 
cess in divesting their creed of certain human dogmas, 
which have as little foundation in reason, as in the 
true meaning of scripture. Concerning the value 
and influence of that authority, by which the true use 
of reason is sought to be prevented, I commend to 
the attention of my readers, the following extract 
from a forcible writer. 

AUTHORITY. 

“It was authority which crushed the noble sentiments of 

Socrates, and others, in the heathen world; and_ prevented 
the reception of them among men. It was authority which 
hindered the voice of the Son.of God himself from Leing 
heard; and which alone stood in oppoaition to his, powerful 
arguments, and divine doctrine, * * It wag authority, 
among heathens, which afterwards put all the stop to Christ’s 
profession which this world could put. And when Christians 
lacreased into a majority, and came to think the same method 
to be the only proper one, for the advantage of their cause, 
which had been the enomy and destroyer of it; then it was 
the authority of Christians, which, by degrees, not only laid 
waste the honor of Christianity, but well nigh extinguished 
it from among men. It was authority which brought in ail 
the merciless heap of useless and burdensome fopperics: 
prayer in an unknown tongue; prayers to multitudes of be- 
ings; and the whole load of absurdities and deprivations of 
true religion, under which the Christian people were in cap- 
tivity, till they become gross and weighty enough at last to 
betek: the props that supported them. ‘It Was authority which 
recommended and guarded them, by disgraces, and by in- 
quisitions, by making it infamous, or terrible, in any to op- 
posethem. It was authority which would have prevented all 
reformation, where it is ; and which has put a barrier against 
it, wherever it is not.” 
* If men wish now to keep reason within its proper 
bounds, it must not be by authority, either of great 
names, or of pope, prelate, or synod. At the present 
day, men are to be kept from using their reason wrong, 
only by the fullest encouragement to tise it right. We 
must be not only allowed, but aided, in the most un- 
limited inquiries respecting the meaning and instruc- 
tion of the word of God, And as men have been 
commended for showing that reason approves, whet 
it never could have discovered, respecting the being 
of God, and his reyelation of himself in the scrip- 
ture; so’I see not whywe are not to be commended in 
our efforts to show that_reason approves what it was 
equally important to study out, the principles of God’s 
moral government, and of redemption by the atoning 
death of his son. True reason never contradicts re- 
velation. And though our faith should not rest in the 
word of man, but in the word of God, concerning the 
great principles of our faith and hope, yet it may, be 
as highly profitable, to find out how far reason can go 
in confirming, and elucidating, the same principles 
which we first learn and most surely believe from the 
scriptures. In this case, reason would not alter our 
faith, but it would make it more discriminating, and 
less liable to embarrass our activity. L. 
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Three or four experienced agents will find perma- 
nent employment, with an ample compensation, by 
calling at this office. 


NOTICE.—If any of our city subscribers are not 


regularly served with the paper, we will thank them 
to leave notice of such delinqUencies at the office, 
and we assure them that the evil shall be remedied 
immediately. 

We also notify our subscribers, to whom papers are 
served by the carriers, and who have not already paid 
in advance, that in accordance with the usages of the 
city, at the expiration of the first quarter an agent will 
wait upon them and give them an opportunity of pay- 
ing in advance, or of deferring it until the end of the 
year, as may be most convenient, ' 

Our subscribers will bear in mind, that six months 
will soon have passed away since our paper commen- 
ced its circulation. Those who have not already paid 
their subscription will hardly expect that we should be 
satisfied with the payment of the advance price at this 
late period We have however concluded to receive 
payments from those who have already subscribed, as 
in advance, until the first of September next, after 
which, we think it will be reasonable to expect an ad. 
ditional sum of fifty cents. 


OUR CORRESPONDENT IN PHILADELPHIA. 

When we published some remarks by a correspon- 
dent in Philadelphia, on ‘the late General Assem- 
bly,” in our paper of June 26th, we stated that he had 
long been a member of the Presbyterian church. 

A particular friend of the Editor of the Philadel- 
phian, said to be a clergyman, has written a letter, 
pirporting to be from New Haven, in which he in- 
sinuates that the obvious meaning of what we said 
concerning our correspondent’s residence, is not the 
truth, His words are,— 


Our New England brethren with whom I am acquainted, 
have no fellawship with the spirit of that writer: and since I 
have been here, I have earl hia piece strongly condemned. 
It has given me pleasure to learn that the “Correspondent” 
though he represetits himself as having written “ from Phila- 
delphia,” is no inhabitant of that city, 


telligence respecting the feelings of “our New En- 
gland brethren,” is more authentic than that respect- 
ing our “correspondent.” But we can assure the 
Editor of the Philadelphian, that our correspondent 
is an old citizen of Philadelphia, of much longer re- 
sidence than himself, who has been for more than 
twenty. years a member of a Presbyterian church 
there, and a diligent attendant upon the’meetings of 
the General Assembly ; and though he might nat be 
able to say quite so much respecting his personal in- 
timacy with all, yet he would be likely to know what 
faces were familiar, and what were new. And having 
lived at the central point of presbyterianism, and been 
an attentive and interested observer of that hody long 
before Df. Ely left the institutions of his fathers, his 
testimony can only be destroyed by showing facets to 
the contrary of his allegations. og 


% 
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TEMPERANCE IN NEW YORK. 


We have received the First Annual Report of 


New York City Temperance Society; but we have 





We know not what facilities this writer may have | 
~ | for learning things that are not; nor whether his in- 


NEW YORK. EVANGELIST. 
room this week for only efi 

gence of the Christian I te 

just occasion for the following remarks, we hope they 
will one and all unite, t@clear themselves from the 
imputation of either timidity or indifference, in a 
cause so intimately connected with the religion they 
teach. Rai 


CO-OPERATION OF MINISTERS. 

At the first meeting .f fie managers, the board ap- 
pointed a committee to procure the co-oper tion of 
the ministers of religion it the city. ‘Fhat committee 
prepared a circular, and devised a plan for procuring 
two or more lectures in different parts of the city 
every sabbath evening. With much effort they suc- 
ceeded in sustaining the plan for six weeks, until 
about fourteen ministers of different denominations 
had-borne.noble testimony on the subject ; when it 
was found impracticable to continue it farther. We 
know that ministers are pressed with a variety-ef ob- 
jects, and that they have important plans of their own 
for their labors. Bat still we cannot but regret that 
they have generally omitted a precious opportunity 
for lending a helping hand to the great enterprise of 
temperance. The lectures delivered were attended 
by crowded assemblies, and we have reason to believe 
the arrangement was regarded with much interest and 
approbation. If any ministers were apprehensive 
that the state of public sentiment required them to 
keep back, we think they were not sufficiently sensible 
of the paramount importance of the object, or of the 
age readiness of the people to hear it exhibited. 

e cannot account for this backwardness, but by 
suspecting that where the interests or the wedded 
habits. of so many individuals were in danger, the 
clamor of a few against the Temperance Society was 
loud enough to be mistaken for the general voice. 
The committee would hope that such a course of lec- 
tures as was then proposed, may yet be carried into 
effect. But the way has not yet seemed open for a 
renewal of their request. 


—_ee 
For the Evangelist. 
SACREDNESS OF DEACONS AND RULING ELDERS. 


One who does not know so much on the subject as 
perhaps he ought, wishes to inquire if there is a great- 
er sacredness in the office of deacon, or ruling elder, 
than in that of minister. It has been observed that 
when churches become dissatisfiedywith their minis- 
ter for his coldness, or inactivity, or worldliness, or 
because there is such a prejudice against him as de- 
stroys his usefulness, they always dismiss him. But 
itis a very rare occurrence that an elder or deacon is 
dismissed at all. Ministers are constantly removed, 
without any pretence of immorality. But it is belie- 
ved to be an occurrence almost unknown, that an el- 
der or a deacon is removed by the church unless for 
some flagrant offence: Whatis the reason? Is there 
not the same right in one case as in the oiner, fer the 
-church to ease itself of ‘an unprofitable servant? Or 
do we take them “for better or worse till death us 
do part?’ Is it ‘‘ once an elder always an elder ?” 

This is an inquiry of no little importance. There 
are many church officers who are remarkable for their 
attachment to money, and many others who love rum, 
or sell it to drinkers, in the very face of the apastle’s 
charge, 1 Tim. iii. 8. “ Likewise must the deacons 
be «grave, not double-tongued, not ee ta much 
wine, not greedy of filthy lucre.” ere are many 
churches who could experience a new era if the 
could be fairly delivered from the burden of having of- 
ficers whose qualifications consist in fluency of speech 
and apparent fervor in the conference room, while 
they habitually drink or sell rum, and lay out all their 
powers for hoarding up “ filthy Iucre.” Who? 


oe 


Ext P \ pera INDIANS. the R 

xtract froma letter from Rev. Gyrus B om, to the Rev. 
TT Wiebe 

Auxununa, May 31, 1830. 
“You know the course of public measures which are 
taken in regard to the Indians. The Choctaws fecl that they 
are injured; and to human view, it seems probable that Le- 
fore many months have passed away, the nation will be sold, 
and all our institutions broken up. A year or two at least, 
will bring about strange and trying events, as we may well 


ear. 

* All the Choctaw men in office ate broken by the Missis- 
sippi law—all their laws and usages abolished, and the 
Choctaws declared liable to taxation. My neighbor, Col. 
Folsom, has just had a tax of sixteen dollars, imposed on 
him. Missionaries are also taxed. None but free white 
men, with certain qualifications, are considered as lawful 
voters in this state. What ptivilege is it to an Indian to be 
made the citizen of a Republic, when by its constitution he 
can havene voice? The poor Choctaws love liberty. They 
will not fight, nor can they undergo such laws. They love 
their country and have no wish to leave it. Our hearts are 
at times much distressed, we cry io our Father on high and 
find comfort. So much for thepolitical situation of my dear 
people. Oh that our government had considered treaties 
with a red man as sacred! Js it wrong for me thus to feel 
in view of my people—qur schools—churches and mission 
stations? If's so, lam a gi x, for I feel deeply. 

“And now my dear sir, 20 the Senate house at 


Do not start at the word ‘oamp meeting ;’ with poor Indians 
these have been seasons of Pentecost blessings. And hun- 
dreds will remember these meetings, I trust in heaven with 
sweetest joy. 

“Tam unable adequately to describe our mercies, Could 
you count over the wonders of redeeming love that your 
own eye has witnessed in the course of your miniatry among 
your own dear peaple? When I wrote you from Hebron, 
the good shower of mercy began. to fall. in June following, 
we met at another place. e threw up a bower made of 
bushes. A great number assembled, and were awakened. 
Oh it was a time of the Lord’s power! There we saw scores 
of the Indians weeping on the ‘anxious seat.’ ‘The good 
work continued through the summer, winter, and spring, 
even up to this day. fall we erected a large meeting 
house at a place called in English, Long Siccet- Gums ; it 
cost us about two hundred dollars: and will accommodate 
nearly five hundred people, The miasionaries also put up 
log cabins. I haye one which cost less than five dollars ; 
and at this place we have been. favored with the labors of 
many dear brethren; and should-you soon come this way, 
I should rejoice to have you meet ‘this people, at this dear, 
most dear and consecrated place.” 

On the first sabbath in May, fifty Indians were received 
into the church, and-nearly one Wundred and sixty persons 
were at the Lord’s table. Me Byington states that Colonel 
Folsom, formerly one of the chiefs, is very active in the 
cause of Christ. On the-next Sabbath, in another part of 
the nation, about nineteen persons were received*into the 
church, and sixty celebrated the Lord’s supper. Mr. B. 
thinks the members of the Presbyterian shag ip the Choc- 
taw nation about as numerous as the members of the first 
Presbyterian church in Cincinnati, when he wag here two or 
three years since. We trust the Indians will be remembered 
in the prayers of Christians, for truly, help in their case can 
come only from God.—Cin. Chr, Journal. 


FOUR DAYS MEETING AT THE WEST. 

We thank the Editor of the Cincinnati Journal for 
his attention to a hint on this subject, and we think 
all our readers will rejoice that he has been able to 
answer our inquiries by so interesting a narrative of 
facts, better than a thousand abstract descriptions. 
We think it worthy of serious consideration, whether 
such meetings, in this region, might not be a means 
of rausing slumbering professors, and awakening dead 
sinners, to the great concegns of! salvation. 


Some time since a request was made by the Editor 
of the New-York Evangelist, that the Editor of this 
paper; or some of his correspondents, would give. 
particular account of the sacramental, or four days 
meetings at the west. We felt at the time, that our 
information was too limited to warrant a compliance 
with this request, with any hope of doing justice to 
the subject, We therefore requested some of our 
correspondents to undertake*the task, and had par- 
tially obtained the promise of one every way qualified 
for the discharge of this duty, to lay before the public 
a particular account of these sacred seasons of re- 


and love. 
vented a c 





ompliance. Having recently had the 
sure of being present at one of these meetings, under 


Washington to the camp-meeting in the Choctaw nation. | I 





very favorable circumstances, we have it} 


impertant to lay a particular account of it before our 
readers, as we understand that it was similar in its 
general features to all meetings of the kind, espe- 
cially those holden in East Tennessee, andsome other 
parts of the country. Foca 

Properly speaking, a four days meeting is a prepa 
ration on the part of the chure! where it is held, and 


of Christians in the boring churches who may} 
attend, force in a suitable manner, the so- 


lemn and delightful ordinance of the Lord’s Supper. 
One very important end proposed by the meeting is, 
to make the services a means of grace to Christians, 
and of awakening and conversion to sinners. In or 
der to effect this, several ministers are usually present 
on the occasion, and the whole time is designed to be 
occupied in appropriate religious serviees. So far as 
is yee all worldly avocations are. ded, 
and the time is spent in prayer, exhortation, preach- 
ing, religious conversation with individuals, and visit- 
ing from house to heuse. In some parts of the coun- 
try, and particularly in East Tennessee, it has long 
been the practice to hold these mectings in a grave 
contiguous to the meeting house. For this purpose 
a spot is selected, and suitable tents or camps are 
erected, designed not for temporary use, but to serve 
as a place of meeting from year to year. Almost 
every congregation of any considerable extent is fur- 
nished with one of these camp grounds, where from 
year to year their sacramental solemnities, are cele- 
brated, and where the gospel is preached to hundreds 
and thousands who could not be accommodated in the 
meeting house. Here christians, leaving the cares 
and anxieties of the world behind them, meet to sin 
and pray, and to join with each other in the hig 
praises of God;—vand here sinners assemble from 
various motives,—and here the gospel is plainly 
preached,—and here the Holy Spirit comes. down like 
the gentle dew, or the refreshing rain of heaven. We 
have been told by persons who were brought wp in 
the midst of these meetings, whose judgment: is 
worthy of the highest regard, and in whose state- 
ments magia confidence may be placed, that the 
utmost order and decorum prevail both day and night, 
while the assembly remain together. No disturbances 
have ever occurred to interrupt the solemnities of the 
occasion, or to wound the feelings of the most fas- 
tidious lover of orderly, quiet worship. Many and 
many a time has the place scemed to have been filled 
with the awful presence of Jehovah, bringing home 
with solemn emphasis to many a bosom, the reflection 
of the ancient patriarch, “‘ How dreadful is this place, 
this is none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of Heaven.” Scenes in some respect re- 
sembling the day of Pentecost are often experienced, 
and many a sinner bowed down under the load of sin, 
is led to ask with trembling anxiety, ‘‘ what shall I do 
to be saved.” 

Owing to particular circumstances, a prejudice has 
existed among Presbyterians in this part of the coun- 
try, against every thing which looked like a camp 
meeting. And though four days meetings have been 
frequent in all our churches, yet nothing similar to the 
camp meetings of Tennessee has been attempted till 
very recentiy, in Ohio. True, these meetings, as 
conducted in this section, have almost invariably been 
seasons of peculiar interest, deep solemnity, and last- 
ing influence. Churches haye been strengthened and 
refreshed, and hundreds of souls we trust gathered 
into the fold of the Redeemer. Often too, the place 
of worship has been found too straight to accommo- 
date al! whom the occasion brought: together, some- 
times from 10 or 15 miles distant. For some time 
past it has been customary to connect these meetings 
with the meetings of presbytery, particularly in the 
presbytery of Cincinnati. In order therefore that the 
churches within its bounds might enjoy the full benefit 
of these presbyterial sessions, a rule has been for 
some time in operation, to have four meetings of pres- 
bytery during the year, instead of two. This arrange- 
ment has been attended with the happiest results. 
Every church considers it a high’ privilege to have the 
presbytery meet with them; and in many instances 
the blessing of God has followed the services. Still, 
while the churches were benefited, and christians 
quickened and animated, and some sinners were born 
into the kingdom, it was evident to all, that the great 
mass of the population remained unaffected, and that 
more efficient measures must be adopted to bring the 
principles of the gospel to bear upon the consciences 
and hearts of men, dead in trespasses and sins. This 
consideration induced some of the members of the 

resbytery to set that at their meeting in Wil- 
iamsburgh, Clermont co. on the 16th of July, the re- 
ligious services should be conducted in a grove, under 
the impression that the meeting house was altogether 
too small to accommodate the numbers which might 
be expected toassemble. When the proposition was 
first made, many objections and fears were expressed, 
and much anxiety manifested lest it should be attended 
with disastrous consequences. Many of these diffi- 
culties however, were obviated, and the necessary ar- 
angements for holding such @ meeting were accord- 
ingly made. A pleasant spot-on the eastern fork of 
the Little Miami, in the town of Williamsburgh was 
selected for this purpose. The local situation of this 
place seemed to point it out as a temple fitted by na- 
ture for the worship of its great author, Situated on 
the left bank of the stream, ia a small bottom so 
thickly covered with forest trees as to be almost im- 
pervious to the rays of the sun, extending about 80 
rods in depth and a half mile in length, surrounded 
by a semicircular ridge, upwards of two hundred feet 
high, and reaching down to the water’s edge, at each 
extremity of this natural amphitheatre. 

This rural seclusion is of easy access at low water 
by crossing the creek, to persons on foot, on horse- 
back, and in carriages and waggons. Near the 
southern extremity and at a convenient distance from 
the place of worship, is a living spring of the. purest 
water, affording a sufficient supply for a large multi- 
tude. In this delightful retreat the inhabitants of the 
town erected several tents of rough boards, and seats 
sufficient to accommodate 3 or 4,000 persons. 


On Thursday, July 15th, several persons from thig 
city and the neighboring towns assembled at Wil- 
liamsburgh, and made the necessary preparations for 
the coming solemnities. A few remained on the 
ground over night, and in the morning held the first 
prayer meeting since the dawn of creation on this 
consecrated ground. A pare meeting was held in 
the church at sunrise, at which about one hundfed| 
were present. On Friday morning, July 16th, at-9 
o’clock the apprapriate services of the occasion coms 
menced. A public prayer meeting was held at the 
stand, the exercises of” which were prayer, singing, 
and appropriate exhortation. At 11 o’clock, a sermon 
was preached by the Rey. David Root, as moderator 
of the presbytery. A recess was then had till two 
o’clock, when the Rev..Mr. Morrison,.of East-Ten- 
nessee, preached, after which several persons. came 
forward to the anxigus seat and requested the prayers 
of God’s people. Provision having been made by 
many for pemening on the ground over night, imme- 
diately after tea, family worship was had in all the 
tents, conducted similarly to the regular deyotians of 
every pious househqld. ‘The voice of Psalms sweetly 
blending with the echoes of the deep forest, strongly 
reminded one of elder times and primeval piety w 
the patriarchs dwelt “in tabernacles with Isaac and 
Jacob, heirs with them of the same promise.” At 
candle lighting, the congregation assembied at the 
stand, and engaged in prayer and praise. Several 
solemn,and appropriate exhortations were made, an 
bet, se things of eternity sepmed-to come hame 
with interest to the hearts both of saints and sinners, 
The assembly then dispersed, and those who or 
ed ‘on the d, laid themselves. down, and slept, 


undisturbed beneath the protection of their heavenly 7” 
freshing, and times of delightfal Christian intercourse | Father. 
But other avocations have hithérto pre-' 


_. With the opening dawn, family prayer was had in 
all the tents, tod af punsee a public a ag ge 
at the stand.“ Rev. Mr. Logan preached at 9, an 


marks on this subject at this time. 


took place on Tuesday. The degree 
conferred on 19 young 
The honorary degree of. 





and Rev, J. Thompson at 11. A number of 
came forward to thé anxious seats ; deopcenetintiiny 
pervaded the assembly, and a spirit of fervent. - 

was poured out upon all the chi of God: Ae 
o’clock, the Rev. S. Cranc, of ‘Kentucky, preached. 
and in the evening, the Rev. Dr. Wilson’ of this city. 
About thirty came ferward and requested the prayers 
of God’s people. : 

On Sabbath morning, services as usual. At 0, 
Rey. Mr. Morrison preached, and at 11, Rev. Dr. 
Wilson. Both sermons were evidently attended with 
the divine blessing. It was esti that ‘the ‘eudi -. 
ence in the morning was casmrposed of between two 
and three thousand persons. Throughout this yast 
assembly, the utmost order and quict reigned during 
all the services. A more attentive congregation,« 
minister could not wish to address. Whatever dis- 
position to levity there might have been in some bo- 
soms, it seemed to be awed and restrained by the deep 
solemnity which pervaded the great niass of the peo. 
ple. ‘There was an uncommon earnestness exhibited 
by those who spoke, to press home the triiths of the 
gospel upon the hearts of sinners. 

Preparations were then made for celebrating the 
Lord’s supper, at 2 o’¢lock in the afternoon. A table 
about one hundred and fifty feet long, had been pres 
viously prepared, at which the communicants were to 
be seated.—At the opening of the services in the af. 
ternoon, fifteen persons, most of whom ‘had obtain 
hopes at this meeting, and who had been previously 
examined by the session, came forward, and edded 
themselves to the people of God, and for the first 
time commemorated the dying love of their Redeemer, 
at his table spread in the wilderness for his believing 
children, The table was twice and a half filled with 
communicants. Many from other denominations were 
invited and joined in this haly communion, ‘Seldom 
have we partook of this feast of love, with feelings 
of such deep emotion, as on that occasion. With the 
evidences of the Creator’s goodness all around, a 
seemed as though the sublime personifcations of 
scripture were realized, and that the trees of the 
forest clapped their hands unto God; ané the little 
hills rejoiced on every side—the keavens declared 
his glory and the firmament showed his handy work, 
—springs secmed to be opened in the wilderness 
and streams in the desert,—the solitary place was 
glad for them, and rejoiced and blossomed as the togv. 
Oh! we would not give that one hour of sweet and 
heavenly enjoyment for all the fierce raptures of the 
madly impenitent, who join in the whirl of dissipation, 
over the gulf of eternal perdition, We felt a deep 
abhorrence of that fiendish malice which would depsive 
the christian of his hope of salvation through # ern- 
cified Redeemer, or that would lull the sinner in his 
impenitence, till the light of eternity wakes him up 
tothe horrors of the second death. Long will the 
humble christian remember that table in the wilder- 
ness, and those seasons of holy communion and sa- 
cred fellowship, surrounded by so many traces of the 
Almighty’s footsteps, and having before him the visi« 
ble emblems of his pardoning love and mercy. 

On Sabbath evening, Rev. Mr. Graves, of Reading, 
preached, and on Monday morning, at 11 o’clock, the 
Rev. Absalom Peters, Sec. of the Am, Home Mis- 
sionary Society, After the morning sermop, about 
thirty persons came forward and requested the prayers 
of christians. At 2o’clock, Rev. Mr. Hayden preach- 
ed, and in the evening, the Rev. S. Crane. Tuesday 
morning the congregation assembled at the stand for 
the purpose of uniting once more in prayer, previous 
to a final separation. This was the .most deeply af- 
fecting scene of all._Many felt, what waa no doub) 
true, that this would be the last time we should all 
meet in similar circumstances till thelast day, “« when 
the dead, small and great, shall stand before God.’’ 
Mr. Peters made a short address, in which this topic 
of a final separation was alluded to in a very felici- 
tous manner.. After the prayer, the assembly united 
in singing the Pilgrim's farewell hymn; the 
people took an affectionate leave of the ministers 
present, and one another, by a cordial shaking: of 
hands. 

We have now given a brief statement, of the factz 
as they fell under our observation. We must say 
that considering the numbers. present, we never at- 
tended a meeting where christians appeared more 
solemn, and where every thing was conducted in 3 
more quiet and orderly manner. ‘There was no noise 
—no shouting—and no disturbance on the part of the 
spectators. Notwithstanding all the disadvantages 
under which those labored who first proposed the 
meeting, and the deep-rooted prejudices which ex- 
isted in the minds of many against camp meetings, 
we think an experiment Has been. made, which goes 


to show that in the hands of judicious persons, camp 


meetings may be made the means of extensive good, 
to the church of Christ. 

The length of this article precludes any further re- 
We trust that all 
real christians.will candidly look at the facts which 
have been stated, and then act in reference to them, 
as beings who must be judged according to their deeds. 
in that day, “when God shall judge the secrets of 
men by Jesus Christ.” 


Died, in Poughkeepsie, on the 8d inst, John Alonzo, 


the infant son of the Rev. A. Welton, Pastor-of ‘the 


Presbyterian Church in that place. 
In the short space of a few months, that family has 


been bereft of threé"lovely and promising children. 


COLLEGE COMMENCEMENTS: 


Co.umara ConiEce.—The usual commencement 
of A,B, was 
entlemen, and: of A. M. 5- 
octor of Divinity was con- 
ferred on the Rev. William M. Stone; Bishop elect of 


the Diocese of Maryland; the Rév, William Creigh- 
ton, Rector of St. Mark’s Chureh, in the city of-New. 


York; the Rev. William D. Snodgrass, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church in Murray-street, in -said city ; 


the Rey. Frederick C. Shaeffer, Pastor of the Lu- 
theran Church, im the same city ; and the Rev. James 


Marsh, President of the University of Vermont. 


eth eT 
By special request, a lecture, showing the causes. 
which led to. the organization of the Associated Me- 


thodist Church, and the fandamental differences be- 


tween their government, and the government of the 


/Methodist Episcopal Church, willbe delivered next 


Wednesday evening, in the Frankfort-street Church, 
at 8 o’clock, by the Rev. L, R. Reese, Pastor of aait 
church. = 


MEETINGS OF YOUNG MECHANICS. 


These-meetings are still continued at Broadway 
Hall. To-morrow morning, the Rev. J. Leavitt, will 


‘preach ‘on the responsibilities of young men. 


—_—_—_— 


LECTURES ON yurvae PUNISHMENT: ~~ 
Aseries of Lectures on Future Punishment will be- 
ber tom _ Joel Parker, at Sena Taek 
in Th ; c 
7 inge The.baee was. commen- 


. Service ta commence, at. 


The fallowing letters have been: received at thie 

ce during the week ¥ 
“hen Esty, Ithaca ; ante Newark, N, 
J.; Dr. I, Orton, Caldwell, N. J.; Nelson Slater: 
Schenectady; J. H. Whipple; Adams, Rev. William 
Fisher, Meredith, $2; M.S. Goodale, Potsdam ; H. 
P. Judson, Potsdam, $14; Roe, New Wind- 
sor, $5; D. M. " Mass. ; H. 
Benedict, Hudson, $2 50; E. Stiles, n. 
$2 50; Rev. Ay Welton, Poughkeepsie; J. ©. Hnb- 
bell, P. M. Chazy, $6. ; 
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change—the cloud rolicd off : 


A light fell-on his 
And like 
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brain— 
s @ dream 


The shatlo of his spirit fled 
He saw the gulf before, 


ed at the waste bebind— 


And was a man once more. 
~~ He éhook the serpent folds away 


Pel 


“=. Its poison vine apart; 
Vie ettoderet—retaraing pride 
Grew terrible within ; 


» rd 


é 
— 


His most fatniliar sin. 

The light of intellectagain 
Along his pathway shone ; 
And reason like a monarch sat: 

Upon its olden throne ;° 


es ‘That gathered round his heart, 


‘And Conscience Satin judgment pn 


The honored and the wise once more 


_ And lingered oft-on lovely lips 


There may de glory in the might 


*Fhat treadcth nations down— 


Wreaths for the crimson tonquerer,—— 


Pride for the kingly crown; 
But nobler is that triumph hour 
The disenthralled shall find, 
* When evil passion boweth down 
Unto the godlike mind! 


_—_—- 


The following original hymn was spng at the Baptist 


Sabbath School 
mc ee BYMN. 


celebration in Boston, on the.5th inst. wt 


Joyful wakes the featal morning— 


Birthday of our liberty; 
Lovely is the crimson dawning 
Of the sunbeams on the free; 


In thy temple may we meet thee, 


Mighty God of victory. 


yee Peacefully the clouds float o’er us, 
* Rich is heaven’s blue canopy— 


Bright the-scenes that lie before 
Happy children of the free! 


us, 


Take, O God! our early offerings— 


Mighty God of victory ! 


Let us raise our hallelujah, 

: Happy ghildren of the frec! 
Upward to the Lord Jehovah, 
=* Author of our liberty : 


_ ‘Here we, in thy temple, bless thee, 


Mighty God of victory! 
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for the Evangelist. 


*SHOUGHTS ON THE DESTRUCTION OF THE ASSYRIAN 


ARMY, 
2 


the 


Kings, xix. 35. ‘And it came to pass that night, 
that the angel of the Lord went out, and smote in 
of the Assyrians, one hundred and four 


‘seore and five thousand ; and when they arose early 
in the morning, behoid they were all dead corpses.” 


It has been'® subject of inquiry, not only in modern 


but im ancient times, what was the 


manner in which 


preiea,  s Sennacherib.was destroyed. ‘The Baby- 


lonian 


the Assyrian 
and lightni 


ses, "the 


= tag visited by a 


. as. stated by Calmet, mentions that 


storm of thunder 


e Targums, or Chaldee Paraphra- 
same thing. Some writers suppose, 


that an angel appeared in a visible form, and with a 


drawn sword in his hand, effected 


the destruction. 
that 


Several late commentators consider it 


the hot wind of the desart 


was commissioned to do 


the work; the wind which by modern travellers is 
calledthe Simoom, or Samie]. In my own view, this 


opinion may be made to appear to 


well founded. 


In Order to exhibit the reasons which have occurred 


to me, in support of this idea, I observe, 
1. That Godmakes 


: use of natural 
-fo accomplish the 
when those effects can be bro 
couses, as fully and 
supemMmatural. 
scri in.accordance with thi 
-the ites rebelled 
and shook off their 
pie 
’ mighty power 
ish fener adi 
> ~ 
me ina hostile manner, and 
tressed them. Sowhen the time 
the Israelites should leave Egypt, 


' the 


Leen so long subjected to the iron-yoke, an 


causes or agents, 


effects which he intends to produce, 
t about by natural 


those which are 


We have many statements inthe 


position, When 


against the government of God, 
allegiance to son, ‘ 
ts to overwhelm them ; neither did 
an immediate exertion of his Al- 
, oF as a nation 
eathen around: 


he did not com- 


to pun- 
but he stirred 
sm who came 
pdued and dis- 
had arrived that 
where they had 
take 


their journey for the promised lend of Canaan, God 


saw it was necessary 
up, who should lead: fort their armi 


that a Deliverer should be-raised 


es. In providing 
or iel from 
4 hat he: 


aloud voice, fall upon ye for here is the Si- 
‘moom! I saw from the pa goat haze come, like 
the pi oped rainbow, but not so compresssed 
. It did not occupy twenty yards in breadth, 
and was about twelve feet high “the ground. It 
was # kind of blush upon the air, dnd it moved very ra- 
idly, for I scarce could turn to fall upon the ground, 
th my head to the northward, when J felt the heat 
of its current plainly upon « .We all lay flat 
upon the ground, as if dead,.till Idris told us it was 
over. The meteor, or purple which I saw, 
was indeed passed, but the light air which still blew, 
was of a heat to threaten suffocation. For my part, I 
found distinctly in my breast that I had imbibed a part 
of it, nor was i free m.an asmatic sensation, until I 
had been some montis in Italy, at the baths of Poretta, 
and nearly two years afterwards.” 

Another traveller in the East, states, “I have twite 
had an Sppartunity of seeing the effect of the Simoom. 
I shall relate simply what I have seen, in the case of a 
merchant and two ers, who were struck duri 
ei bia and SST a iO Set I ran to see if it 
was possible to afford them any succour, but they were 
already dead; the victims of-an interior suffocatin 
jire. As tothe meteor itself, it may be examined wi 
irapunity, at the distance of three or four fathoms ; and 
the country people are only afraid of being surprised 
by it, when they are asleep.””—I might easily multiply 
quotations, relative to the powerful effects of the Si- 
moom, but I think these will suffice. Enough has been 
said to make it evident, that if in the providence of 
God, this pestilential vapor was carried to the camp 
of the Assyrians, it was an agent sufficiently deadly to 


3. The destruction of the army of Sennacherib, by 
the Simoom, or wind of the desert, was foretold by the 
pees Isaiah, see ch. xxxvii. 7 “ Behold I will send 

blast upon him, and he shall hear a rumour, and re- 
turn to his own land, and I will cause himto fall by the 
sword in his own land.” The word here translated 
blast, is literally wind, I will send a wind upon him. 
This wind was commissioned to fall upon the army in 
the night, and while they were asleep ; and probably 
after ing and carousing, It is not to po=apepes 
that the Assyrians were acquainted with the effects of 
this pestilential wind, as the empire of Assyria lay 
north of Judea, and the deserts where the Simoom is’ 
known to prevail lay south, or south east of it. The 
destruction therefore, must have been as unexpected 
to ib and his-officers, as it was complete. 

4. It may be objected, that the bible expressly as- 
cribes the destruction to the Angel of the Lord ; and 
the objector may fairly inquire, would this langu 
have been used, if the Simoom was the instrument by 
which this destruction was effected ? I admit that the 
bible uses the phraseology, Angel of the Lord, but I 
deny the inference which is drawn from the use of this 


.- 


he English word Angel is derived from the greek 
AacEtos, which signifies a messenger. The word 
Angel then means an office, an nt, and not a 
particular order of intelligences. tas some times in 
the scriptures applied to men, sometimes to the Holy 
o— and sometimes to thé fallen Angels. It is 
said 2 Sam. ii.5 “ And David sent messengers (An- 
gels) to Jabesh-gilead, &c.”” It is related Luke vii. 
that John the Baptist sent two of his disciples to make 
certain inquiries of our Lord. In the 24th verse it is 
said, “‘ And when the messengers (angels) of John 
were departed, &c.” It is customary likewise, in the 
Scriptures, to use the word Angel as equivalent to the 
providence of God. A remarkable instance of this 
use of the word occurs Gen. xxiv. Abraham after 
calling the eldest servant of his house, and directing 
him to go to Haran, and take a wife for his son Isaac, 
from among his near kindred, by way of encourage- 
ment to the servant, says, ‘‘ The Lord God of Heaven 
which took me from my father’s house, and from the 
land of my kindred, and which spake unto me, and 
which swore unto me, saying, unto thy seed will I 
give this land ; he shall por » The Angel before-thee, 
and thou shalt take @ wife unto my son. Isaac from 
thence ;” which is equivalent to saying,-God by his 
superintending providence, shall guide and direct 
thee, and give thee prosperity in thy journey. The 
Angel of thé Lord encampeth round about them that 
fear him, Ps. xxxiv.7.; the plain meaning of which 
passage, is, the good providence of God watches over 
all them that fear him, and defends and protects 
them from every evil. Other passages of scripture, 
might be adduced to the same purport, but these are 
considered sufficient. As the phrase Angel of the 
Lord, in the places I have quoted, and in various other 
passages of the Bible, means-plainly the providence of 
God, I would ask, why it should not be so understood, 
in the passage where fhe destruction of the Assyrian 
army is related ? In either way of explaining the pas- 
sage, the agency is referred only toGod. It is his act, 
whether he makes use of the angel Gabriel, or the Si- 
moom, to smplishthe work. From the considera- 
—— I have mentioned, Thave'been _ to believe that 
the customary mode of interpreting the passage,givin 
an account of the destruction of the hepirnn thes 
waserroneous. ~ | A READER OF THE BIBLE. 


MINISTERS’ DEPARTMENT. 
From the American Baptist Magazine. 
ADVICE TO PUBLIC SPEAKERS. 

Mr. Editor—It is yery frequently the case that 
ministers are complaining of feeble | which cir- 
.cumscribe their labors, and in some instances, lay 
them aside entirely ; while others perform much less 


service, from a fear that they may go too far, and 
bring on them by their imprudence, this great cala- 





mity. A 

For these diffict]ties there is a remedy, by which 
feeble lungs may be restored, and those which are 
strong, preserved, and the strength increased to any 
degree, so as to-be able to perforin with ease, any 
amount of labor that circumstances may require. 

‘It-is no quackery nor ic, but perfectly consis- 
tent with the principles which govern the anima: eco- 
nomy, and will at once commend itself to every judi- 
cious mind, It is simply the constant and regular 
exercise of the lungs. I'am indebted for this impor- 
tant information to a respectable man, who was 
once given over by his pe ogrpe ar gone in con- 
n; but who is now able to preach three or four 





-e | But the whole: system is wrong, 
4 | We wold expe ht the ra 


| be of opinion 


ee 


on the Sabbath. 
It is evident that the 


. right hand is stronger than the 
ft, because it is exercised more; and the principle is 


} Applicable to other parts of the body, and we have no 


som to think that thedungs are an-exception. 
~The difficulty with ministers is, that they spend too 
Bee, of their ees eae. and = whole 
becomes feeble as well as the lungs. Hence on 
the Sabbath, they are exhausted with their labors, and 


eat 


& 


allow their lungs to 
succeeding services. 
entirely wrong. 
Ww hand would gain 
onal strength by lying still? and who would not 
that exercise would soon impart 
heeded stréngth? Instead of allowizig the lungs 

to be exercised more regularly and 


that 
ee or cage 
‘constantly. If they are feeble, read aloud a few 


increase the time, 
equal the labors of 

Yr Sabbath comes, it will 
of the lungs is concerned, 


very day, and 
she Reb 
the ath; then,-when 


a 





ordinary day’s work. ; 
as pit fatigues the Body, let the 
day as long as the duties of. 
ind the difficulty will be remedied. 
increase the ex- 


wel eaniccatly senpehoned 
1s 


y require, and 


ing services, 
of perspiration, and the 


tis didieulty, and’ dhey should 


wlected after the evening service, or at any 
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time, by those who dre liable to take cold on the 
une tae: ‘Remain in the house ten or fifteen 
minutes the congregation have retired ; during 
which time the air grs Ae, rbecomes purer, «nd per- 
spiration subsides. Secondly. On going out, cover 
up with a handkerchief, not only the mouth, but the 
nostrils, and prevent the external air from coming in 
contact with the 1 % : 

If these rules he ebserved, ministers may preach 
without injury to the body, as often as circumstances 
require ; and thus promote if a far greater degree the 
cause of religion. 

The important secret is to have the exercise regu- 
lar every day. Binge wit answer the purpose as 
well as reading and speaking. No doubt many valua- 
ble lives may thus be preserved, and the amount of 
usefulness greatly increased. 

Others besides ministers, frequently suffer from fee- 
ble lungs ; and that destroyer of humaan life, the con- 
sumption, comes upon them like an armed man. 
Probably in many cases, if not all, where the disease 
is not already seated, the same rules, prudently ob- 
served, will gradually strengthen the lungs; and pre- 
serve them from the dreadful consequences. All, 
therefore, who are thus afflicted, would do well to 
make a fair experiment. 

It is said that the Germans seldom have the con- 
sumption, because singing forms an important part of 
their education in childhood. 

And if these principles be correct, we may so educate 
our children, that their lungs may be firm and strong, 
to endure any requisite amount of labor in the pulpit, 
or for other,purposes; and in the course of a few gea- 
erations, lessen the ravages of that great destroyer of 
human life, and perhaps banish it from our highly fa- 
vored land. GAIUS. 











“SUNDAY SCHOOL DEPARTMENT. — 
For the Evangelist. 
THE FAITHFUL AND UNPAITHFUL TEACHER. 


New Yor, July 30, 1830. 

Messrs. Editors—Noticing in the Evangelist of the 
17th inst. a striking illustration of the character of the 
faithful superintendent of a Sabbath school, I have 
been led to make a few remarks in regard to the cha- 
racter of the faithful and unfaithful teacher in said 
school. I conceive a faithful teacher in the Sunday 
school, to be one who feels deeply impressed in view 
of the infinite responsibility resting upon him, as one 
who is e in moulding immortal minds for eter- 
nity. He who feels this, will consequently adopt the 
best and most efficient measures for promoting the 

at object he has in view, viz: the salvation of his 
class. He will be found at the school ready to give 
his pupils a welcome reception on their arrival. 

Vie will, after the opening of the school, proceed in 
a systematic manner to impart such instruction as 
will, with the blessing of Ged, benefit the immortal 
souls. He will make a personal application of the 
subject of the lesson to the hearts and consciences, 
and will affectionately, as, in the presence of the 
heart-searching God, warn them to flee from the 
wrath to come. . 

The faithful teacher will not only by precept, but 
by example, manifest to his scholars that. he has their 
eternal interest at heart ; that he feels for.their never 
dying souls, and will thereby secure their attendance 
and attention, gain free access to their hearts, make 
such impressions upon them as will lead them to’see 
their need of an interest in the blood.of Christ. 

Such are somé’ of the characteristic features of the 
faithful persevering Sabbath school teacher. 

But what shall we say Messrs. Editors, of those 
teachers who engage in this work, not so much from 
a sense of duty and the glory of God, as from a desire 
to secure the praise of their fellow-men, and to pass off 
a few hours which hang heavy upon them. ‘Truly 
such laborers are not wanted in the vineyard of our 
Master. Let them give as good instruction to their 
children as they are able to impart, yet it will have no 
salutary effect upon them, and for this reason—they 
will counteract it all by their unbecoming conduct and 
conversation, even before they leave the threshold of 
the sacred place where prayer is wont to be made, 
and religious instruetion imparted, as is too frequently 
the case. The unfaithful teacher will solicit the 
early attendance of his pupils, but will not be in his 
place to greet them on their approach to the house of 
God. He will inculcate the duty of devoting the sa- 
cred hours‘of'the Sabbath to the service of God, and 
perhaps ere the sun closé upon that holy day, he 
will be chargeable with its violation. In vain will he 
preach to his pupils, and urge upon them the claims of 
the gospel of Christ, for they having discernment 
enough to mark what is wrong, will say unto him, 
‘“‘ Physician heal thyself.” As proof that unfaithful, 
indolent Sabbath school teachers are a great injury to 
the cause, I would say, that I am acquainted with the 
case of one not 150 miles from this city, who, because 
of his being lax in duty not punctual in his at- 
tendance at school, has ldst most of his class, and the 
parents of one of his pupils took their son from the 
school, and placed him in another, because he told 
them he oeale place no dependance upon his teacher. 
Such facts need no comment. 

In closing these remarks, I will address myself to 
S. School teachers, (for many may sce this commu- 
nication.) ‘Examine your motives,” my fellow- 
laborers. The judgment day is approaching. We 
must give account. Souls are committed to our care, 
and unless we are faithful, their blood will be foundin 
our skirts. A 8S. 8. TEACHER. 





THE GOOD LIBRARIAN. 


He ought not to be too liberal with the books. If 
he lets every one have a book who asks for one, the 
scholars awill soon find they can have a book just as 
well without getting alesson as with. . The teacher 
should have the naniés of his class. He knows 
which of the scholars have merited a book. Let each 
teacher goto the librarian and get all the books, 
which he wishes for his class; charged to himself; and 
then on his own paper eharge them to the several 
scholars. Some schools/practice now in this way. 
You cannot be too rigid with the use of the library, if 
you méan to keep.up an interest in it. As soon as 
every one feels as ifthe books were common plunder 
for all, they will care no more aboutthe library. Con- 
vince the children that the books that are most soiled 
and look oldest, are the bést. And when a child 
grows difficult, and cannot be suited with this book or 
that, ask him if he has read it. Ask him to tel] you 
what the book is about. And if he cannot tefl, he 
will be willing to read it again.—Vt. Chron. 


SUNDAY SCHOOL ANNIVERSARIES. 


Each town ought to have a meeting once or twice 
in a year, especially for the children and youth be- 
longing to the Sabbath School. And let there be 
special exertions made by the managers to have it in- 
teresting. Ask the sin to attend. Andif you 
can, have a hymn or two cOmposed to sing on the oc- 
casion. Any one who attentled the meeting in 
Thetford last year, or in any town where such a meet- 
ing was held, wilt see their importance. If you can- 
not collect more than 30 children, it will be none the 
less important. Send out of town perhaps, and ask a 
Sabbath School man to come ‘and give them a talk. 
Let the several classes of persons be addressed sepa- 
rately by different speakers—the children, the youth, 
the teacher8 and managers witlf the parents. By 
singing one or twostanzas between the speeches, you 
will rest the children,.and add to the interest. In’ one 
of the most remote towns in Wiudsor county, they 


have had three of four such meetings; and as Tam 


. jtold, the children make more. dependence on them 
. Minis- 


than on trainings and musters. One boy would not. 

to muster, because if he did, he could not attend a 
Bible Class in the evening,- I do believe if each 
town would hold a semi-auniversary, one in the sum- 
mer and another in the spring, conducted properly, 








they would find a rising interest among parents and 
: a 


~- 


children. Why do they have these meetings in New | inclined to deny its truth, and think that they do 
York? Philadelphia? and in Boston?. They under- ; is 


‘ é service, by attempting to release his administration 
stand it. They understand how to sustain an increas. | from a charge so odious. ‘To me, however, this doc. 
ing interest in their schools.—Vt. Chron. 'trine possesses weighty recommendations. But for 
the gracé which it contains I should never have been 
/whatI am. I, as one of the great human family, 
' should have remained in my original guilt and danger, 
and should have been at this time a groveller in-sin 
| and unbelief, but for that grace which has made me to 
' differ from others.” The vivid colorings and deep em- 
| Phasis of the representation are lost on paper; but 
| still our readers may conjecture from this faint sketch, 


| what must have been the effect of such an argument.— 
Col. Star. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 











HATRED OF THE LIGHT. 


It is clamored by these en, that the clergy are an intelli- 
gent body, and are therefure to be dreaded, ~ And is it really 
come to this? Is intelligence to be hunted down and pro- 
scribed ina country like ours? Where are we? Whence 
do we hear this language? From Madrid? From Con- 
stantinople? From Rome? No, it is from a junto formed 
in one of our own cities! it is from the seléstyled champi- 
ons of liberty and toleration. Inielligence is to be dreaded ? 
By whom? By none but tyrants. 

It isremarkable that the attemptsto put out the light of mo- 
ral truth should have followed each other in such rapid suc- 
cession in different countrics. First, the autocrat of Russia 
age ap his ukase to stop the circulation of the Bible in 

is domixions: 'l'hen, the pope of Rome issued his famous 
Bull against Bible Societies... Then followed a firman to the 
same efiect from the grand scignior of Constantinople. 
About the same time, were used those violent efforts of 
Romish priests in Ireland, against Bibles and Sunday 
Schools. The passage of a law in Georgia, inflicting a 
heavy penalty on any one who would teach a negro to read, 
and the at making, by an infidel combination, 1o put 
down Bible, Tract, and“Ternperance societies in our own 
country. 

Now, the leaders of the opposition to these institutions, it 
must be confessed, have the penctration to discover their 
exact tendency. Alexander, of Russia, knew full well that 
if the Bible were read by his serfs, they would learn. that 
“where the spirit of Christ is there is liberty.” Ferdinand 
of Spain, Knows full well that Bibles and Sunday Schools 
would soon put an énd to his tyranny. The language of 
theve tyrants is “down with these institutions, It is suffi- 
cient for common people to know how to work. Let.us 
keep thein if possible in a state of moral darkness. The 
more degraded, and yicious,and ignorant they are, the ea- 
sier we can kcep them under.” So says the sublime porte, 
and so Say the despots of Europe. So says his holiness of 
Rome, and so say the slave-drivers, of Georgia, and so say 
all thé enemies of moral light. 

Those who oppose the spread of religion-and morality, 
are deceiving themselves in supposing that their motives 
can be hid. -'‘They are aware that if religious and moral as- 
sociations go on, the mass of the people-will not be very 
convenient tools for their use, They will not be able to buy 
a hundred voies for a few gallons of whiskey, or to take the 
poor man’s labor, or his little inheritance for a thing of 
nought. All will be likely to think and act for themselves. 
They know very well, that if the progréss of moral truth 
continue, the deformity of their own characters will be 
shown up to public gaze, and hence their instinctive dread 
of the light. They feel that in the proportion that a sound 
and virtuous public sentiment advances, they must sink 
into contempt. They cry for liberty, but it is the liberty of 
indulging in every species of brutal excess, without having 
to encounter the indignation of a virtuous public. This is 
the liberty that is in danger. No doubt they feel uncom- 
fortable in such a state of society as the gospel produces. 


PURE WINE. 


The recent importation of some pure wine, at New York, | 
has given birth to so many laudable attempts at wit and wis- 
, mat it may be well to state the facts, for the informa 

tion of those who may not understand the whole affair. 

It is well known that temperance socicties are established 
upon the pledge of total abstinence from distilled spirits. 

It is also well known that the mémbers of these socicties 
have been, for years past, extensively accused of “ gross hy- 
pocrisy and deception,” because, as was alleged, they con- 
tinned the use of foreign wines which are adulterated. with 
brandy before being shipped to thiscountry. It was in vain 
that the friends of temperance discarded tive common use-of 
these wines, to avoid the appearance of this evil. Their 
opponents still urge! that this “ brandy and wine” was still 
used by many of them, for sacramental purposes, and that 
the vow of total abstinence from distilled spirits was delibe 
rately broken “even at the table of holy communion.” The 
public press had teemed with these aspersions, till the sacra- 
mental use of mixed wine had become one of the promi- 
nent hindrances to the temperance cause. ‘The stumbling 
block was encountered every where; and more especially 
did it abound in the mouths of the more intellectual, sci- 
entific, and professedly pious portion of those who find in- 
genious excuses and conscientious scruples fer not joining 
in the work of reform.—“ Really, they wished well to the 
cause, but it must be more understandingly and consistently 
conducted, before they could join it!’ Open opposers, in 
the mean time, were still recling and raving atthe hypocrisy 
of the pledge of total abstinence ; and the press still reitera- 
ting that the members of temperance societies will deserve 
no respect or confidence, till the sacramental use of mingled 
brandy and wine is abandoned, and some pure wine im- 
ported in its stead. ‘ 

At length, in the midst of all this, a consignment of pure 
wine arrives at New York, Some friends of temperance, 
desirous of removing the occasion of insult, had advised 
the importation. To prevent all cavil, a competent chemist 
is employed to examine and certify its purity, and the neces- 
sary publicity is given, uncer the. siguature of a well known 
citizen. 

2 And what is the result? As was, doubiless, expected. 
Sore discomfiture and chagrin among opposers, and much 
perplexity and dodging among fence-men aud go-betweens. 
Something, however, must be said and done to avert the ca- 
lamity. And what is it? Why, the presses discover that 
the preferring of pure wine to mingled “ brandy and wine,” 
which was so necessary to consistency and sinccrity, a few 
weeks ago, is now, the most decisive proof of over-scrupu- 
lous hypocrisy imaginable! Besides it isshrewdly suspected 
that this wine, unlike all other merchandize, actually costs 
money—that the importers paid money for it, and receive 
money for it of the consumers, and may-hap, with the usmal 
profit: so that the whole is demonstrated to be a mére mo- 
ney-making scheme, desciving the execration of all bigh- 
minded mep! The citizen recommending the wine, is very 
generously implicated in the suspicion of partaking in the 
speculation ; fur the selfishness of vice, like Satan accusing 
Job, always imputes to good meén the criminality of selfish- 
ness, and yct discredits the posibility of any other human 
motive, thus making the world worse than the friends of 
reformation represen’ it. And to cap the climax of absurdi- 
ty, it is currently reported and believed that one of the city 
churches, previous to the arrival of the pure wine, had sub- 
stituted cider, and another milk, for the use of wine, on sa- 
cramental occasions! {Whether the use of milk or cider, 
would be a greater departure from the original institution 
than that of brandy we will not inquire. Few peuple are 
aware of the amount to which brandy is the common ingre- 
dient. Our apology for noticing the frivolous report is the 
fact that intelligent men have been led to believe it true.} A 
loud clamor is raised. The bacchanalian fry catch the song, 
and join in full chorus. But the most amusing, yet melan- 
— figure in the group, is your intellectual, scientific, and 
would-be-pious moderate drinker, who still “wishes well to 
the cause; but really, some of ita friends have injured the 
cause so much by over-doing matters, that he cannot consci- 
entiously engage in it!” 

If some Hogarth couki give the picture to the canvass, it 
would be worth a hundred pipes of adulterated wine. As 
the case stands, the moral developement. is. worth the effort 
which has elicited it. And aside from the vindication of 
the temperance cause, and the exposure of its enemies, the 
importation of pure wine is a mercantile phenomenon de- 
serving public attention. : 

This importation will form a new era. The use of min- 
eled brandy and wine was doubticss an vil. ‘The opposi 
tion, for once, were correct: and they have driven the frientls 
of temperance to a high and safe ground, which they will 
maintain. Cavillers will be exposed, if not silenced ; they 
can neither “stir tack nor sheet” without scif-contradiction. 
Liquor dealing, hitherto wrapped in mystery from the eyes 
of the people, and just beginning to be exposed, will conti- 
nue to be investigated. The phenomenon of pure wine will 
retiind the public that the common wines are not pure. 
The matter will not rest. And the time will come when a 
little wine mixed with much water, some cider, sustained by 
alcoholic distillations, neutralized by poisonous acids still 
more destructive, thickened with gum arabic, and colored 
with logwood, wil! cease to be palmed off ypon a confiding 
community for the pure juice of the grape. But it will not 
be done without some outcry from those whose craft 3 in 
danger. We have written this, without the knowledge, 
privity, or sugrestion of any of the parties Cone IEe. or 
any one else. We seck to offend noone, _ But truth _— 
be told plainly, and deception and sophistr ferrited out 
from their winding labyrinths.—Genius of Temperance. 


REV. W. ORME. 


_ We have understood that he was recently engaged 
im writing a biography of Richard Baxter, which he 
probably lived to finish He has been for some time 
an-eminent member of the Board of Directors, and 
the Foreign Secretary, of the London Missionary 
Society. “His history is interesting; he was a “tself- 
made man.” At the age of thirteen, he was ta‘en 
from school and bound as an apprentice to the busi- 
ness of a.wheelright and turner, for the term of five 
years. Though this was done sorely against his will, 
he nevertheless served the whole term, expended all 
his pee money, as wellas fragments of time, upon 
books; and at the close of his apprenticeship com- 
menced an academical and theological course of stu- 
dy under Mr. Haldane,with whom he spent one year, 
and then engdged in préaching the gospel. Such are 
a few factsin the early history of a man, who rose to 
great eminence asa minister and a writér ; and whose 
active and business talents admirably qualified him 
for the station-of Director in a charitable Society. 
Mirror- 


LIBERIA. 

While so much is doing in this country to check the use 
of ardent spirits, it ic gratifying tosee the promptness which 
the managers of the American Colonization locicty have 
manifested in the following resolution, passed at a late 
meeting :— é e ‘ 

“ Resolved, That the friends of this Society throughout 
the country be informed, that this Board will discouragethe 
introduction and use of distilled spirits in the colony and 
among the native tribes, and that the subject. is now under 
the consideration of the Board.” 

The evils which this effort will ward off from Africa, are 
incalculable. Previously, the sale of ardent spirits in the 
Colony had been discouraged —the price of a license, if we 
mistake not, being #300. If our countrymen sheuld have 
to take lessons of abstinence from Africa, it would be to our 
discredit—but.such an event is not improbable. It wiil be 
mortifying to be obliged to go to Liberia or to the Sandwich 
Islands for an example of manners and feclings like those of 
our Puritan fathers.—Con. Obs. 


LETTER TO DR. CHANNING. 

A neatly printed 8vo. pamphlet, of 52 pages, is just pub- 
lished by Mesers. Perkins & Marvin, entitled “A Letter to 
Williain E. Channing, D. D, ofthe subject of Religious Lib- 
erty. By Moses Stuart, Prof. of Sac. Lit. in the Theo. 
Sem. Andover.” Mr. Stuart considers the Doctor as charg- 
ing the Orthodox, in his printed works, as “aiming to sub- 
vert and destre¥ the religious liberty of this common- 
wealth ;” as “combined to put down all free inquiry in mai- 
ters of rclicion; erdeavoring in secret and openly, to iniro- 
duce an ecclesiastical tyranny, worse thari thafof the Inqui- 
sition ;” and as “determined to raise up ecclesiastical Courts 
to try, condemn, and punish all whom we jthe orthodox] 
deem to be heretics ; and thus to prevent all right of private 
judgment, and all freecom i respect to religious opinion.” 
And Mr. Stuart says to the Doctor, “I do know that the ac- 
cusations which you stand pledged to support, are NOT 
TRUE. Laver that THEY ARI NO‘, before héaven and 
earth.’ Weare pleased that a gentleman of Mr. Stuart’s 
well known candor and discretion, has taken up this subject; 
and as the press is as free to Pr. Channing as to Mr. Stuart, 
we may justly look to the Doctor as owing to ihe public, the 
duty of proving his charges, or of making a penitent and 
generous retraction.—Chr.. Watch, 


For the Evangelist. 

Messrs. Editors,—It has been a matter of deep so- 
licitude to me fora longtime, to know what the duty 
of the head of a family is, in regard to family worship, 
when they have servants who prdéfess the Roman 
Catholic religion. I have two of them who adhere 
strictly to that faith, and if I understand them right, 
they have no inclination ta attend family worship ina 
Protestant family. Whether it is a duty incumbent 
on the head of a family to compel them to attend, 
contrary to their will, [have my doubts. I should 
like to see the subject discussed in your paper, unless 
you are of opinon that it wouid injure the cause of 
true religion. INQUIRER. 


PAUPERISM IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. 

A cominittee of the legislature, reported that in 138 tewns 
from which returns-had heen made, there were 1679 pau- 
pers, supported at an expense of $44,083 27, being anaverage 
of $26 25 each; and that the expense of litigation on account 
of the settlement ofpaupers had been $1172 44. 


For the Evangelist. 
OBITUARY. 

The following notice was reccived in season, but from the 
accidental omission of the writer’s name as .a voucher for 
its authenticity, was not printed at the time. It is given at 
this late day, as a testimony to departed worth. ‘The me- 
mory of the just is blessed.” 


Died in Poughkeepsie,.of a pulmonary complaint, 
which she bore with Christian fortitude and patience, 
on the 19th of June, Mrs. Tabitha Tice, consort of 
Captain Isaac Tice, in the 40th year of her age ; she 
was taken away emphatically in the midst of her 
days, and it may be added, in the midst of her useful- 
ness. 

{nthe death of this valuable woman, almost every 
class of our community has lost a frend. The poor 
especially, will no longer find that hand of Christian 
charity open to relieve their pressing wants. The 
rich have lost an example; for in her life they hada 
living comment of what is meant by ‘‘using® the 
world as not abusing it.” The church of whigh she 
was a member has lost one of its brightest ornaments, 
one of its truly devoted members. ‘To her hushand 
and a large circle of friends who were devotedly at- 
tached to her, the loss is irreparable, But their loss 
and the loss of the world is her gain. 

Possessed naturally of a high grade of intellect, an 
amiable temper and disposition, she endeared herself 
to all who knew her. To these was added in the 
judgment of Christianity, ardent piety, which madé 
her still more lovely to the Christian; and truly valua- 
ble to.the world. 

The sabbath school, in which she was ai most faith- 
ful and untiring teacher, the Benevolent Sewing So- 
ciety, andthe monthly distribution of tracts to every 
family in this village, were objects in which her heart 
(expanded by -the: benevolence of the gospel) was 
deeply engaged to the hour of her death. 

For some days previous to this mournful event she 
was deprived of her right-mind, except at short inter- 
vals, but even during the paroxysms of delirium her 
heart was filled with the blessings of the gospel of 
peace, as could be gathered from the broken frag- 
ments of thought, as they were incoherently thrown 
out. And at periods, when her reason returned, 
nothing appeared to intercst her as the cause of her 
dear Redeemer—when conversation on otlier sub- 
jects would weary and distress her, religion would in- 
vigorate and rouse the feeble frame that appeared to 
feeble, to contain so valuable a treasure. 

When death was seen approaching, she was often 
asked by her husband if she knew him and others 
that were about her; to these questions she for a 
lime appeared unable to give an answer—at length 
she opened her eyes, and her husband again asked if 
she knew him, to whieltshe answered, * | know-you,” 
and then exclaimed-with peculiar sweetness of ex- 
pression, “*O my blessed Jesus!” She closed. her 
eyes, and in a few moments expired with a lively 
dor it unwelcome and ineligible. To them it may | hope of a blissful immortality.. “Let me die the 
possess features too repulsive to admit\a moment’s | death of the righteous, and let my last end bevlike 
favor or approbation, and consequently they may be | his.” ¢ 


DR. CHALMERS AND THE DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. 


A respected brother in the ministry lately informed 
the editor of the Starand Index, that during his visit 
to Europe some years since, ho had the happiness to 
hear Dr. Chalmers preach. “The ‘doctor was then in 
the prime and freshness of his fame, ‘and was a promi- 
nent object’ of attraction to al! strangers. Qur. in- 
formant was greatly delighted with all that heuttered 
in preaching; but was more és jally impressed hy 
thesolemn candor with which he expressed his views 
respecting the doctrine of-election. ‘The sentiments 
which he delivered, were in substance the foilowing : 
« Pknow not brethren, how other men may regard this 
doctrine. They may be-in cireumstances which ren. 
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